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Chicago-Midwest Chapter Members participate in Summer Activities! 

 
Chicago-Midwest Chapter members have had a very active summer, participating in recitals and at the Organ Historical 
Societyôs National Convention in Central Indiana!  Above left:  William Aylesworth demonstrates the 1899 August Prante & 
Sons organ in the Western Yearly Meetinghouse of Plainfield; right:  Stephen Schnurr and Micah Raebel perform a duet 

on the 1935 Aeolian-Skinner at Wabash College, Crawfordsville, both events during the Convention.  (Plainfield 
photograph by David Schoon of Crown Point, Indiana; Crawfordsville photograph by Paul Marchesano, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania).  Below left:  Br. Benjamin Basile, C.PP.S., and Ann Dobie were recitalists at the First Congregational 
Church of Michigan City, Indiana, on the 1891 Roosevelt organ; right:  Derek Nickels closed the summerôs series of 

recitals in Michigan City.  (Left photograph by Stephen Schnurr; right by Daniel Driscoll.) 
 

The Stopt Diapason, a journal devoted to the history of the organ in Chicago and the Midwest, is published quarterly by 
the Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society, Inc., a not-for-profit, educational organization.  The 

Chicago-Midwest Chapter is a 501(c)(3) corporation incorporated in the State of Illinois. 
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From the President: 
 
 
Dear Chicago-Midwest OHS Member: 
 
Greetings to all and I hope that your summer vacations 
were full of relaxation and fun!  It is an honor to serve 
you as President of this chapter.  I would like to thank 
our outgoing President, Bob Woodworth, for the work 
that he has done and also to offer my thanks to our 
outgoing Treasurer, Susan Friesen, for her tireless 
efforts.  Our gratitude is also extended to outgoing board 
member Daniel Driscoll for his many hours of support on 
the board.  I am very grateful to the new board 
members, Secretary, Joyce Robinson, Treasurer, 
Dennis Northway, and Member-at-Large, Louis Playford, 
for accepting new challenges and to returning board 
members Br. Benjamin Basile, James Russell Brown, 
and Stephen Schnurr for their continued work and 
support. 
 
I encourage you all to consider some of the exciting 
opportunities that your board has approved for 
strengthening the chapterôs finances and outreach that 
are available to you on your membership renewal forms.  
Whether you would like to contribute to the Emergency 
Organ Rescue Fund or underwriting an issue of The 
Stopt Diapason, or both, our chapterôs financial base will 
be able to grow. 
 
Our 2007-2008 Program Year will begin with a combined 
Organ Crawl with the North Shore American Guild of 
Organists Chapter at four Evanston churches on 
Saturday, October 27.  You may read more about this 
event elsewhere in this issue.  This event will include 
visits to Lake Street Church (formerly First Baptist) and 
Hemenway United Methodist, where an interesting 
marriage of two organs has taken placeðan Austin 
originally in Hemenway and a Schlicker from the now-
closed Covenant United Methodist Church, also of 
Evanston.  You will not want to miss these history-filled 
churches! 
 
It was wonderful to see a substantial Chicago presence 
at this yearôs National Convention in Central Indiana just 
down the road!  I hope to see all of you at the October 
crawl. 
 
Sincerely, 
Derek E. Nickels 
President 
Chicago-Midwest Chapter OHS 

CHICAGO-MIDWEST CHAPTER 
2007-2008 Board Members 

 
President: 

Derek E. Nickels 
 1224 Elmwood Avenue, #2-W 
 Evanston, Illinois  60202 
 Office:  (847) 251-6120, extension 17 
 Cell:  (224) 628-3145 

email:  drdden@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
 Joyce Robinson 
 8447 Clara Drive 
 Niles, Illinois  60714 
 Residence:  (847) 823-7478 

email:  jrobinson@sgcmail.com 
 
Treasurer: 
 Dennis E. Northway 
 2501 West Lunt Avenue 
 Chicago, Illinois  60645 
 Residence:  (773) 764-5003 
 Fax:  (708) 386-8032 
 e-mail:  denden1958@runbox.com 
 
Members at large: 
 Br. Benjamin Basile, C.PP.S. 
 Calumet College of Saint Joseph 

2400 New York Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana  46394-2195 
Residence:  (219) 977-1693 
Office:  (219) 473-4280 
Fax:  (219) 473-4259 
e-mail:  bensb2@aol.com 
 
James Russell Brown 

 Music Institute of Chicago 
 1490 Chicago Avenue 
 Evanston, Illinois  60201 
 Office:  (847) 905-1500, extension 545 

e-mail:  jbrown@musicinst.org 
 

 Louis Playford 
3253 West Wilson Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois  60625-4430 
Residence:  (773) 478-9815 

email:  louisplayford@sbcglobal.net 
 
Stephen J. Schnurr, Jr. 
(Editor, The Stopt Diapason) 
c/o Saint Paul Catholic Church 
Post Office Box 1475 
Valparaiso, Indiana  46384-1475 
Office:  (219) 531-0922 
Fax:  (219) 464-4833 
email:   stephen.schnurr.mus.95@aya.yale.edu 

 

mailto:denickels@holycomforter.org
mailto:denickels@holycomforter.org
mailto:denickels@holycomforter.org
mailto:r.woodworth.jr@worldnet.att.net
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CALENDAR OF CHAPTER EVENTS FOR 2007-2008  

 
1) Saturday, October 27, 2007, 9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Annual Autumn Organ Crawl, co-sponsored by the North 
Shore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, to be held in Evanston, Illinois.  Churches included:  Hemenway United 
Methodist Church, 933 Chicago Avenue (1946 Austin Organs, Inc., opus 2054 and 1969 Schlicker Organ Co. opus 5363, 
each of two manuals), Lake Street Church, 607 Lake Street (1928 W. W. Kimball, altered, of three manuals), Emmanuel 
United Methodist Church, 1401 Oak Avenue (1892 Frank Roosevelt opus 522 of two manuals), Lutkin Hall, Northwestern 
University (1909 Casavant opus 354, rebuilt 1941 by Casavant as opus 1681, three manuals, presently unplayable), and 
Saint Matthew Episcopal Church, 2120 Lincoln Street (1977 Casavant Frères, Limitée opus 3354 of two manuals and 
1989 Bradford Organ Company of one manual).  Further information and directions found elsewhere in this issue. 
2) Sunday, January 20, 2008, 4:00 p.m., Winter Organ Recital at Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, 600 West 
Fullerton Parkway at North Geneva Avenue, Chicago, Illinois (1890 Johnson & Son opus 690, two manuals, twenty six 
ranks, mechanical action).  The featured recitalist will be Chapter member William C. Aylesworth.  Further information will 
be included in the next issue. 
3) A Saturday in early March, 2008, Annual Spring Organ Crawl, cosponsored by the Chicago Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists.  Dates, locations, and times to be found in a forthcoming issue of The Stopt Diapason. 
4) Sunday, April 13, 2008, 3:00 p.m., Spring Organ Recital, co-sponsored by the Northwest Indiana Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists and the Cathedral Arts Concert Series, to be held at the Cathedral of the Holy Angels, 
Seventh Avenue and Tyler Street, Gary, Indiana (1963 Casavant Frères, Limitée, opus 2769, two manuals, thirty-three 
ranks).  The event will feature young organists of the Chicago metropolitan region.  Further information for this event will 
be found in a future issue of this journal. 
 

CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS 
If you know of an organ event in the chapter area which should be announced, 

please contact Stephen Schnurr (contact information found on page 2). 
 

1) Friday, September 28, 8:00 p.m., Thomas Murray plays the inaugural recital following a full historic restoration 
of the Ernest M. Skinner Company opus 208 (1914) at the Nichols Concert Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago 
Avenue, Evanston, Illinois.  The Skinner organ has an Organ Historical Society Historic Organ Citation.  For further 
information or directions, telephone (847) 905-1500.  Restoration work has been accomplished by Jeff Weiler, Pipe Organ 
Curators and Conservators, Chicago (2005-2007).  Cost:  Friends of the Skinner Organ ($50.00), General Admission 
($20.00), Seniors ($15.00), Students ($7.00).  Program:  Sinfonia from Cantata #29,  Wir danken dir, Gott (Johann 
Sebastian Bach); Prelude and Fugue in e (Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, transcribed Murray); Adagio in E (Frank Bridge); 
Clair de Lune, from Pièces de Fantaisie (Louis Vierne); Prelude and Fugue on B-A-C-H (Franz Liszt); Mouvement (Jean 
Berveiller); Roulade (Seth Bingham); Reverie (William Grant Still); Homage to Perotin (Myron Roberts); Sonata I in d 
(Felix-Alexandre Guilmant). 
2) Sunday, October 21, 3:00 p.m., the Cathedral Arts Concert Series presents Dennis Northway in recital at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Angels, Seventh Avenue and Tyler Street, Gary, Indiana.  The organ is described in #4 above.  
Free, secured parking is available in the Cathedral lots.  A free-will offering will be accepted.  For further information, 
telephone (219) 531-0922 or (219) 473-4280. 
3) Sunday, October 21, 3:00 p.m., the Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows, 3121 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 
presents Mary Gifford in recital.  The organ was built in 1902 by Lyon & Healy, four manuals, fifty-seven ranks, and has an 
Historic Organ Citation.  Program includes works by Alexandre Guilmant, Felix Mendelssohn, Percy Granger, and Lang.  
Free admission.  Free, secured parking in the Basilica lots.  For further information or directions, telephone (773) 638-
0159. 
4) Friday, October 26, 8:00 p.m. Jeff Weiler accompanies Phantom of the Opera (silent film) at the Nichols 
Concert Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, Evanston, Illinois.  General admission:  $5.00.  For further information or 
directions, telephone (847) 905-1500. 
5) Sunday, January 27, 2008, 3:00 p.m., the Cathedral Arts Concert Series presents Stephen Schnurr in recital at 
Saint Mary of the Lake Catholic Church, 6060 Miller Avenue, Gary, Indiana.  The organ was built in 1962 by Casavant 
Frères, Limitée, opus 2740, two manuals, twenty-seven ranks.  Free, secured parking is available in the church lots.  A 
free-will offering will be accepted.  For further information or directions, telephone (219) 531-0922 or (219) 473-4280. 
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A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT CHANGES TO YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

Opportunities to Serve and Support 
Dennis Northway, Treasurer 

 
At the July 20 board meeting of the Chicago-Midwest Chapter, a number of important opportunities and changes 

were suggested that will strengthen the chapter's finances and outreach.  We hope you will support these changes! 
An Emergency Organ Rescue Fund has been set up and reserved.  Many active chapter members have kindly 

given of their time and talent to save organs in recent years; immediate funds for specific supplies or vehicles have not 
always been available and have, at times, been obstacles that might have imperiled a fine instrument in danger of 
destruction.  All contributions to this fund will go directly to costs needed to quickly remove an organ in imminent danger of 
loss by volunteers of the chapter.  This would include rental of trucks, rental of pipe boxes, any special illumination needs 
and other various expenses that would come up that might not be immediately available.  We hope you will support this 
fund with a small contribution. 

The opportunity to underwrite or dedicate an issue of The Stopt Diapason.  Your board carefully monitors its 
modest fund balances to make the best use of your dues money.  We are all proud of the quality of our fine quarterly 
newsletter; its publication and postage alone, however, consumes more than half of regular dues income from the entire 
membership.  In addition, we have some exciting plans to expand our outreach to young people and work further with 
other organizations.  Because of this, we are extending the opportunity to our membership to underwrite the entire cost of 
an issue of The Stopt Diapason.  The amount would be $250.00, and in consideration of this, your name or the name of 
someone you wish to honor or memorialize will be prominently displayed within that issue.  This will free up needed funds 
for other exciting programs.  Might we count on you? 

A modest increase in dues has been unanimously voted on.  This was not done lightly; however, there has been 
no dues increase since 1995.  In addition to the cost information described in the paragraph above, costs for printing and 
postage have risen a great deal in the past decade.  Also, we hope to raise our fine recitalistsô honoraria as well.  The 
increase will be from $15.00 to $20.00. 

Kindly speak to me or your president if you have questions or concerns about any of these changes.  I look 
forward to greeting you personally at events throughout this coming year. 

It is a privilege to serve you as your new treasurer. 
 

ORGAN NEWS 

 
The Archdiocese of Chicago closed two parishes on June 30, 2007.  Saint Ethelreda Catholic Church, South 

Paulina and West Eighty-Eighth Streets, Chicago, closed and merged with Saint Kilian Catholic Church, 8725 South May 
Street, Chicago.  Saint Ethelreda was organized on April 3, 1926, from Saint Kilian and Saint Margaret of Scotland 
parishes.  Temporary buildings were used until a combination school and church building was erected in 1926, designed 
by Chicagoôs Joe W. McCarthy.  Ground for a new church building seating 1,100 persons was broken on March 23, 1952, 
with the cornerstone laid on September 21.  Dedication occurred on May 17, 1953.  Saint Ethelreda owned 1927 Geo. 
Kilgen & Son opus 3899, believed to have been moved to the 1953 church. 

Saint Peter Canisius Catholic Church, West North and North Leclaire Avenues, Chicago, closed and merged 
with Saint Francis of Assist/Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Church, 932 North Kostner Avenue, Chicago.  Saint Peter 
Canisius Church was formed in 1925 in the northeast section of the Austin neighborhood.  In August of that year, ground 
was broken for a combination church and school building, dedicated October 17, 1926, to the designs of James Burns & 
Sons.  Ground for the permanent church structure was broken in August of 1935.  The Romanesque-influenced building 
of brick with stone trim designed by Meyer & Cook of Chicago was dedicated by George Cardinal Mundelein on 
September 27 of the following year.  Saint Peter Canisius appears on the M. P. Möller opus list for opus 5688, a two-
manual, twenty-two register organ, built in 1930. 
 
Sources:  ñ2 parishes will close June 30,ò The Catholic New World, June 24-July 7, 2007, page 6; A History of the 
Parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago, edited by the Reverend Monsignor Harry C. Koenig, STD, Archdiocese of 

Chicago, 1980, volume 1, pages 255-257 and 774-778; Organs of the United States and Canada Database, compiled by 
George Nelson, Seattle, Washington. 

 
The Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, New York, has announced the closing of sixteen churches in Buffalo and 

Cheektowaga.  This is expected to be the first of several rounds of multiple-parish closings and mergers in the next few 
years.  Closing are:  Visitation and Saint Agnes in Lovejoy; Saint Gerard, Bailey and East Delevan Avenues, Saint James, 
Bailey and Hastings Avenues, Saint Ann, Broadway, Saint Mary of Sorrows, Guilford Street, Queen of Peace, Genesee 
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and Forman Streets, Holy Name of Jesus, Bailey Avenue, Saint Adalbert, Precious Blood, Saints Rita and Patrick, Holy 
Apostles, Saints Peter and Paul, and Saint Valentine, Buffalo; Saint Florian, Riverside; Saint John the Baptist/Saint 
Francis Xavier, Black Rock; and Most Holy Redeemer, Cheektowaga. 

Perhaps the most important organ affected by the closures is the 1932 Herman Schlicker opus 2 at Saint Francis 
Xavier Church, heard during the 2004 National Convention of the Society, when the organ was presented an Historic 
Organ Citation.  It is not known to The Stopt Diapason what organs are presently in the other churches.  Visitation Church 
was home to Wurlitzer opus 2234, installed in 1940.   
 
Sources:  ñJourney to end for another 16 Catholic churches in or near Buffalo,ò Jay Tokasz, The Buffalo News, July 1, 

2007; Organs of the United States and Canada Database, compiled by George Nelson, Seattle, Washington. 
 

Saint Alphonsus Liguori Catholic Church, Grand Boulevard, Saint Louis, Missouri, was gutted by fire on 
Thursday evening, August 16.  The ñRock Church,ò a name reflecting the stone with which the Gothic-style church was 
built in 1872, still had its walls standing, though the interior was an entire loss.  The rear gallery housed 1934 Wicks opus 
1228 in a magnificent Gothic-inspired case.  The instrument was designed by Henry Vincent Willis.  The organ was 
controlled by a horseshoe-style, stop-tongue console.  Manual compass was 61 notes (C-C); Pedal compass (concave, 
radiating pedalboard) was 32 notes (C-G). 
 

Specification of 1934 Wicks Organ Company opus 1228: 
 
GREAT (Manual II, enclosed) Swell (continued) 
16 Open Diapason (unenclosed) Reeds Tremolo 
8 Open Diapason 
8 Second Open Diapason (unenclosed) CHOIR (Manual I, enclosed) 
8 Doppel Floete 8 Violin Diapason 
8 Viola da Gamba 8 Melodia 
8 Gemshorn 8 Viola 
8 Gemshorn Celeste 8 Dulciana 
4 Octave (unenclosed) 8 Unda Maris 
4 Flute Harmonic 4 Flute dôAmour 
2-2/3 Twelfth (unenclosed) 2 Flautino 
2 Fifteenth (unenclosed) 8 Clarinet 
8 Tuba (unenclosed) 8 French Horn 
Tremolo Tremolo 
Chimes  Reeds Tremolo 
 
SWELL (Manual III, enclosed) ECHO (floating, enclosed, prepared) 
16 Bourdon 
8 Open Diapason PEDAL 
8 Stopped Flute 32 Resultant 
8 Spitzfloete 16 Open Diapason 
8 Salicional 16 Manual Open Diapason (from Great, 16ô Open  
8 Voix Celeste   Diapason) 
8 Aeoline 16 Subbass 
4 Flauto Traverso 16 Violone 
4 Violina 16 Bourdon (from Swell, 16ô Bourdon) 
2-2/3 Nazard 10-2/3 Quint 
2 Harmonic Piccolo 8 Octave 
III Harmonia Aetheria 8 Bass Flute 
8 Cornopean 8 Cello 
8 Oboe 8 Flauto Dolce (from Swell, 16ô Bourdon) 
8 Vox Humana 5-1/3 Quint 
Tremolo 16 Trombone 
 
COUPLERS 
Great to Pedal Choir to Pedal Great to Great 16 Great to Great 4 
Swell to Pedal Echo to Pedal Great Unison Off Swell to Great 16 
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Couplers (continued) 
Swell to Great 8 Echo to Great Swell to Choir 16 Swell to Swell 16 
Swell to Great 4 Choir to Choir 16 Swell to Choir 8 Swell Unison Off 
Choir to Great 16 Choir Unison Off Swell to Choir 4 Swell to Swell 4 
Choir to Great 8 Choir to Choir 4 Echo to Choir Echo to Swell 
Choir to Great 4 
 
ACCESSORIES 
6 General pistons 6 Great pistons and Cancel 
6 Swell pistons and Cancel 6 Choir pistons and Cancel 
3 Echo pistons and Cancel 6 Pedal pistons 
General Cancel Combination setter (toe) 
Great to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe) Balanced Swell expression shoe 
Balanced Great expression shoe Balance Choir expression shoe 
Balanced Echo expression shoe Balanced Crescendo shoe (with indicator light) 
All Swells to Swell shoe Sforzando reversible (thumb and toe, with indicator light) 
Wind indicator light Indirect Stop Tablet illumination 

 
Sources:  ñFirefighters battle blaze at St. Louis church,ò Jeremy Kohler, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Friday, August 

17, 2007; Wicks Organ Company website, http://organ.wicks.com/display_page?p=200&s=1228. 
 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 522 Garfield Avenue, Aurora, Illinois, has sold its church building to another 

religious organization, as reported to The Stopt Diapason by Mark Kline.  The 1960ôs Colonial-style building was home to 
1962 Schantz Organ Company opus 545, an electro-pneumatic action organ.  The instrument has been removed to 
storage by Bogue Organs for eventual relocation to an unnamed concert hall.  According to The Diapason, the organ was 
designed by Chapter member William C. Aylesworth and A. C. Strahle, district manager for the builder. 
 

Specification of 1962 Schantz Organ Company opus 545: 
 
GREAT (Manual II) CHOIR (Manual I, enclosed) 
16 Quintaton (73 pipes) 8 Nasonflöte (61 pipes) 
8 Principal (61 pipes) 8 Flauto Dolce (61 pipes) 
8 Bordun (61 pipes) 8 Flute Celeste (from tenor C, 49 pipes) 
8 Quintaton (extension, 16ô Quintaton) 4 Koppelflöte (61 pipes) 
4 Octave (61 pipes) 2-2/3 Rohr Nazat (61 pipes) 
4 Rohrflöte (61 pipes) 2 Blockflöte (61 pipes) 
2-2/3 Quinte (61 pipes) 1-3/5 Terz (61 pipes) 
2 Super Octave (61 pipes) 8 Clarinet (61 pipes) 
IV Fourniture (244 pipes) Tremulant 
Tremulant 
Chimes  PEDAL 
  16 Contrebasse (56 pipes) 
SWELL (Manual III, enclosed) 16 Bourdon (56 pipes) 
8 Principal (68 pipes) 16 Quintaton (from Great, 16ô Quintaton) 
8 Gedackt (68 pipes) 8 Principal (extension, 16ô Contrebasse) 
8 Salicional (68 pipes) 8 Bourdon (extension, 16ô Bourdon) 
8 Voix Celeste (from low G, 61 pipes) 8 Quintaton (from Great, 16ô Quintaton) 
4 Prestant (73 pipes) 4 Octave (extension, 16ô Contrebasse) 
4 Flute Octaviante (68 pipes) 4 Bourdon (extension, 16ô Subbass) 
2 Flautino (extension, 4ô Prestant) 4 Quintaton (from Great, 16ô Quintaton) 
III Plein Jeu (183 pipes) 16 Contra Fagot (from Swell, 16ô Contra Fagot) 
16 Contra Fagot (61 pipes) 8 Fagot (from Swell, 16ô Contra Fagot) 
8 Trompette (61 pipes) 4 Fagot (from Swell, 16ô Contra Fagot) 
4 Hautbois (61 pipes)  
Tremulant  

Sources:  email correspondence between Mark Kline and the editor, August 1 and 2, 2007; ñChurch in Aurora, Ill. 
to have new Schantz,ò The Diapason, May 1961, Fifty-Second Year, Number 6, Whole Number 618, page 26. 
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AUTUMN ORGAN CRAWL TO VISIT FOUR INSTRUMENTS ALONG THE NORTH SHORE 

Event to be co-sponsored by the North Shore Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists, Saturday, October 27, 2007 
STEPHEN SCHNURR AND DEREK NICKELS 

 
The Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society is pleased to once again co-sponsor an Organ 

Crawl with the North Shore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  The event will occur on Saturday, October 27, 
and will include seven fascinating organs in Evanston.  Please plan to spend the day with us, and bring a friend to enjoy 
fine architecture and friendship accompanied by good music!  Be sure to bring this issue of The Stopt Diapason with you.  
Directions are found at the end of this article. 
 

Schedule at a glance: 
 

9:30-10:15 a.m.ðHemenway United Methodist Church, 933 Chicago Avenue between Main and Lee Streets (1946 Austin 
Organs, Inc., opus 2054 and 1969 Schlicker Organ Co. opus 5363, each of two manuals) 

10:30-11:15 a.m.ðLake Street Church, 607 Lake Street and Chicago Avenue (1928 W. W. Kimball, altered, of three 
manuals) 

11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.ðEmmanuel United Methodist Church, 1401 Oak Avenue and Greenwood Street (1892 Frank 
Roosevelt opus 522 of two manuals) 

12:15-1:00 p.m.ðLunch at Emmanuel Church 
1:15-1:45 p.m.ðLutkin Hall, Northwestern University (1909 Casavant opus 354, rebuilt 1941 by Casavant as opus 1681, 

three manuals, presently unplayable) 
2:00-3:00 p.m.ðSaint Matthew Episcopal Church, 2120 Lincoln Street and Hartley Avenue (1977 Casavant Frères, 

Limitée opus 3354 of two manuals and 1989 Bradford Organ Company of one manual) 
 

HEMENWAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, North Chicago Avenue between Main and Lee Streets, is the result of the merger 
of Hemenway Church and Covenant United Methodist Church on Easter Day, April 11, 2004, using the Hemenway facility. 

The Hemenway Methodist Episcopal Church was founded as the South Evanston Methodist Episcopal Church on 
January 17, 1873, by the Reverend Amasa G. Button.  (At that time, South Evanston was an incorporated town that would 
later be annexed into Evanston.)  The first pastor was the Reverend William Xavier Ninde.  Ground for the first church was 
broken on July 22 at the northwest corner of Main Street (then Lincoln Avenue) and Elmwood Avenue (then Benson 
Avenue).  The cornerstone was laid on Monday, August 11.  The unfinished Gothic-style auditorium was dedicated on 
November 9.  A ninety-six-foot-tall spire crowned the structure designed by Hansen & Black, which cost $6,550.  A storm 
on May 9, 1883, destroyed the tower, which collapsed into the church.  A new building was dedicated on November 11, 
1885, only to be destroyed by fire on January 23 of the following year.  Extremely cold temperatures prevented the fire 
department from obtaining sufficient water pressure to fight the fire. 

The congregation then purchased the present site for $6,500.  Ground for a new church was broken on Saturday, 
August 28, 1886, with the cornerstone laid on October 9 for a building constructed in the Romanesque style of pressed 
brick with limestone trim, designed by John Turner Long.  Dedication occurred on December 25, 1887.  Stonework above 
the original entrance indicates that the congregation had taken the name Hemenway.  The Reverend Dr. Francis Dana 
Hemenway served as pastor of the congregation from 1878 until 1881.  The mortgage was burned in 1904. 

In 1921, Tallmadge & Watson, architects, designed an addition to the building for educational purposes.  The 
cornerstone for this project was laid the following year and finished in 1923.  Funds for the gymnasium were provided in 
memory of Howard Wigginton, a young boy who had tragically died.  The entire project cost $148,376.17. 

The church suffered a serious fire on September 30, 1932, which damaged the nave.  The congregation 
worshipped at nearby Saint Luke Episcopal Churchôs parish house until rebuilding was complete.  The rebuilding project 
reoriented the church nave to its present axis.  Many of the Romanesque features of this original part of the building were 
softened to blend better with the Gothic influence of the Tallmadge & Watson addition. 

The first organ owned by the Hemenway congregation was built in 1899 by the Lancashire-Marshall Organ Co. as 
their opus 127.  A stenciled pipe façade and case graced the front of the organ, placed behind the pulpit platform of the 
sanctuary.  A photograph of this instrument is on display in a cabinet of historical items in the church narthex.  This two-
manual, tubular-pneumatic action organ was replaced in 1922 by M. P. Möller opus 3519, a two-manual, twelve-rank, 
twenty-three-stop, thirty-four-register, organ costing $5,625.  Action was electro-pneumatic, with a duplex chest for the 
manual pipework.  Wind pressure was 5ò, and the pitch was specified to be at A=440 Hz.  There were three reeds:  8ô 
Cornopean, 8ô Oboe Horn, and 8ô Vox Humana, supplied by the George W. Badger Co.  The instrument burned with the 
church. 
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Above, the Hemenway United Methodist Church of Evanston:  left, exterior; right, interior.  Photographs by the author. 
 
It would be 1941 before Austin Organs, Inc., of Hartford, Connecticut, installed its opus 2054, a two-manual, 

fourteen-rank organ, in a chamber at the left (East) side of the chancel.  The choir was situated in pews at either side of 
the chancel.  The instrument, dedicated on September 21, is the result of multiple memorial gifts listed on a bronze tablet 
on a wall of the church nave.  The Chimes and Swell 8ô Vox Humana were presented by O. Sam Cummings.  The 
Trumpet (Great 8ô Tromba) was given by the James D. Wigginton Family.  The Swell 8ô Echo Salicional was donated by 
Mrs. John H. Taft. 

Covenant Church was formed as the North Evanston Methodist Episcopal Church.  The cornerstone of the first 
church was laid in 1870 at the southwest corner of Lincoln Street and Green Bay Road.  A second church was built in 
1891.  On May 20, 1923, the cornerstone of a new church of Gothic influence was laid at Harrison Street and Hartrey 
Avenue.  This cornerstone now rests in the rear parking lot of Hemenway Church. 

Covenant Churchôs 1923 building was supplied by a three-manual, electro-pneumatic action organ by the Hall 
Organ Co. of New Haven, Connecticut.  This instrument gave way to a two-manual, electric-slider action organ built by the 
Schlicker Organ Co., Inc., of Buffalo, New York, in 1969.  Schlicker placed the organ at the front and center of the 
sanctuary. 

When Covenant and Hemenway merged, the former Covenant Church was sold to developers, demolished, and 
replaced with condominiums.  The Schlicker organ was removed from Covenant by the Bradford Organ Company of 
Evanston and brought to Hemenway.  The altar platform at Hemenway was renovated to accommodate the Schlicker 
organ at the front and center of the chancel.  The Austin organ was retained in the East chamber, and the two organs are 
now played from the rebuilt Schlicker console.  All furniture on the platform, including the altar, reredos, pulpit, lectern, and 
organ console, were made moveable.  The finished organ was dedicated in recital on Sunday afternoon, May 15, 2005, by 
Edward J. Spytek, organist of the church. 
 

Present specification of the organ: 
 
GREAT (Manual I, Austin ranks enclosed with Austin Great (continued) 

Swell) Swell to Great 16 
8 Diapason (Austin, 61 pipes) Swell to Great 
8 Principal (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) Swell to Great 4 
8 Bourdon (Austin, 61 pipes) 
8 Rohr Gedeckt (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) SWELL (Manual II, enclosed) 
8 Dulciana (Austin, 61 pipes) 8 Geigen Diapason (Austin, 61 pipes) 
4 Octave (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 8 Stop [sic] Diapason (Austin, 61 pipes) 
4 Principal (Austin, 61 pipes) 8 Gedeckt (Schlicker, stopped wood, 61 pipes) 
4 Spitz Flute (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 8 Viole dôOrchestra (Austin, 61 pipes) 
2 Wald Flute (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 8 Viole Celeste (Austin, from tenor C, 49 pipes) 
IV Mix [sic] (Schlicker, metal, 244 pipes) 8 Salicional (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 
8 Tromba (Austin, 61 pipes) 8 Echo Salicional (Austin, 61 pipes) 
8 Trumpet (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 4 Rohr Flute (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 
Tremolo (Austin, disconnected) 2 Principal (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 
Chimes (not yet installed) 1-3/5 Tierce (Schlicker, from tenor C, metal, 49 pipes) 
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Swell (continued) PEDAL (Austin ranks enclosed with Austin Swell) 
1-1/3 Quint (Schlicker, metal, 61 pipes) 16 Open Diapason (Austin, 32 pipes) 
III Scharf (Schlicker, metal, 183 pipes) 16 Sub Bass (Schlicker, stopped wood, 32 pipes) 
8 Krumhorn [sic] (Schlicker, metal, 6 open metal flue 16 Bourdon (Austin, 32 pipes) 
  trebles, 61 pipes) 8 Octave (Schlicker, metal, 32 pipes) 
8 Oboe (Austin, 61 pipes) 8 Metal Gedeckt (Schlicker, metal, 32 pipes) 
8 Vox Humana (Austin, 61 pipes) 4 Choral Bass (Schlicker, metal, 32 pipes) 
Tremolo (Schlicker) II Rauschpfeife (Schlicker, metal, 64 pipes) 
Swell to Swell 16 16 Fagott (Schlicker, metal, 56 pipes) 
Swell to Swell 4 8 Trumpet (extension, 16ô Fagott) 
  4 Clarion (extension, 16ô Fagott) 
  Great to Pedal 8 
  Swell to Pedal 8 
ACCESSORIES 
6 General pistons (thumb and toe) 3 Great pistons (thumb, under Manual I) 
3 Swell pistons (thumb, under Manual II) 3 Pedal pistons (toe, at right of shoes) 
General Cancel (thumb, under Manual I) 32-level solid state combination action (up/down selector  
Swell to Pedal reversible (toe)  buttons) 
Balanced Swell expression shoe Balanced Crescendo shoe (with green indicator light) 
Sforzando reversible (toe, with red indicator light) Organ On (indicator light) 
 
Sources:  ñPipe Organs of Merged Churches to Marry at Hemenway,ò Evanston Round Table, December 1, 2004, page 
13; ñHemenway United Methodist Church presents An Inaugural Recital,ò recital program, May 15, 2005; Organs of the 
United States and Canada Database, compiled by George Nelson, Seattle, Washington; Evanston:  A Pictorial History, 
Barbara J. Buchbinder-Green, G. Bradley Publishing, Inc., 1989, page 79; Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, edited by 

Newton Bateman and Paul Selby, and History of Evanston, edited by Harvey B. Hurd and Robert D. Sheppard, Munsell 
Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois, 1906, volume II, page 348; and through onsite visit. 

 

   
 
Above:  left, the console of the organ at the Hemenway United Methodist Church; center, the exterior and soaring spire of 

the Lake Street Church; right, the interior of the Lake Street Church.  Photographs by the author. 
 
THE LAKE STREET CHURCH, northwest corner of Chicago Avenue and Lake Street, was formed on April 24, 1858, in the 
chapel of Northwestern University as the Evanston Baptist Church.  There were six charter members.  A Sunday School 
class had been formed two years prior to the congregationôs formal organization, led by the family of N. P. Inglehart.  Mrs. 
Inglehartôs formation of a sewing society has an endearing footnote to the founding of the church, as it is told that the first 


