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CHICAGO-MIDWEST OHS MEMBERS HAVE AN ACTIVE SUMMER! 
 

Above, left to right:  Kipp Cortez, Benjamin Woolsey, Adam Gruber, and Micah Raebel at the Chapter Spring Recital at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Angels, Gary, Indiana; above, right:  Adam Gruber is interviewed during a broadcast of 

Introductions for WFMT 98.7 at the Music Institute of Chicago.  Photographs by Stephen Schnurr.  See table of contents 
for further information on these events.  Lower left:  Micah Raebel and Stephen Schnurr at the console of the organ in the 
Cathedral of Saint Patrick, Church of Ireland, Armagh, Northern Ireland, after Schnurrôs June recital.  Photograph by 

Thomas Schnurr.  Right:  Derek Nickels in recital at the OHS Seattle convention in July.  Photograph by Stephen Schnurr 
 

The Stopt Diapason, a journal devoted to the history of the organ in Chicago and the Midwest, is published quarterly by 
the Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society, Inc., a not-for-profit, educational organization.  The 

Chicago-Midwest Chapter is a non-profit corporation incorporated in the State of Illinois. 
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From the President: 
 
Dear Chicago-Midwest OHS Members: 
Itôs hard to believe that summer is now gone!  The 

summer conferences, conventions, and vacations that had 
been such a source of inspiration for so long have come 
and gone.  This summerôs National Convention in Seattle 
was quite a spectacular event with new and old organs 
heard.  Shortly after returning from Seattle, John Kearin and 
Adam Gruber, two young organists studying with Jim Brown 
and Dennis Northway were featured on WFMTôs 
Introductions on Saturday, August 9.  Congratulations to 
them for their performances and to their proud teachers, 
Jim Brown and Dennis Northway, for their pedagogical 
efforts!  See further information elsewhere in this issue. 

As we all return to our full schedule in the fall, there are 
a few things that I hope you will find inspiring on our 2008-
2009 program year.  Your board has been busy selecting a 
program for this year that is different from some; honoring 
the young and old, continuing traditions and encouraging 
new horizons.  The ñyoung yet vibrant historyò that was the 
title of this summerôs convention in Seattle will continue to 
be a fitting theme for our first event of our 2008-2009 year. 

On Friday, October 10, 8:00 p.m., Italian organist, 
Francesco Cera will perform for us on the new 47-stop 
Martin Pasi mechanical-action organ in Winnetka 
Congregation Church.  If you have not heard this recent 
addition to the Chicago organ community, you really should!  
Please invite your friends and come hear this instrument 
inspired by the great North German organs of the 17

th
 and 

18
th
 centuries played by one of Italyôs leading early music 

specialists.  More information about this event can be found 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Our annual Fall Organ Crawl will be on Saturday, 
October 25, when we will travel to River Forest and Oak 
Park to visit four instruments that will include Rosary 
Chapel at Dominican University in River Forest with its 
Wangerin organ, First United Methodist Church in Oak Park 
with its recently restored Skinner organ, Saint Edmund 
Catholic Church in Oak Park with its Casavant organ, and 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Oak Park and its Schlicker 
organ.  More information about this event and its schedule 
can be found elsewhere in this issue. 
After the success of last yearôs Young Organists Recital 

at the Cathedral of the Holy Angels in Gary, Indiana, we will 
continue the tradition in Spring 2009 at Ebenezer Christian 
Reformed Church in Berwyn. More information about this 
event will be forthcoming in The Stopt Diapason. 

On Saturday, March 21, 2009, we will join the Chicago 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists for our Annual 
Co-Sponsored Organ Crawl.  More information about this 
event will be forthcoming. 

Finally, we will return to the Pullman Greenstone United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, May 3, 4:00 p.m. for a 
Memorial Recital in honor of longtime member Bill Lange 
who died earlier this summer performed by Chapter 
member James Russell Brown from the Music Institute of 
Chicago.  More information will be forthcoming in The Stopt 
Diapason. 

We hope to see all of you and your friends at these 
events! 
 
Sincerely, 
Derek E. Nickels, President 
Chicago-Midwest Chapter OHS 
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CALENDAR OF CHAPTER EVENTS FOR 2007-2008  

 
1) October 10, 2008, 8:00 p.m., Francesco Cera at Winnetka Congregation Church, 725 Pine Street, Winnetka, 
Illinois. 
2) October 25, 2008, Annual Fall Crawl in River Forest and Oak Park, Illinois. 
3) March 21, 2009, Annual Spring Organ Crawl with Chicago Chapter American Guild of Organists. 
4) May 3, 2009, 4:00 p.m., James Russell Brown at Greenstone United Methodist Church, Chicago, Illinois. 

 

CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS 

Please notify the Editor of events to be listed (contact information found on page 2) 
 

1) September 21, 2008, 4:00 p.m., Chapter Member Rhonda Edgington at Saint Paul and the Redeemer Episcopal 
Church, Chicago, Illinois. 
2) September 28, 2008, 3:00 p.m., Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, Illinois, presents 
Fred Swann. 
3) October 5, 2008, 4:00 p.m., Andrew Senn at Presbyterian Church of Barrington, 6 Brinker Road, Barrington, 
Illinois. 
4) October 15, 2008, 12:15 p.m., George Williams at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago Avenue, 
Evanston. 
5) October, 19, 2008, 4:00 p.m., Thomas Murray at Rockefeller Memorial Chapel, University of Chicago, Chicago. 
6) October 20-24, 2008, Dedication of the 2008 Goulding & Wood at Loyola University, Madonna della Strada 
Chapel, Chicago. 
7) October 24, 2008, Tom Trenney at Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago. 
8) October 25, 2008, Improvisation Masterclasses with Tom Trenney at Loyola University, Madonna della Strada 
Chapel, Chicago. 
9) October 26, 2008, 3:00 p.m., the Cathedral Arts Concert Series presents its annual Autumn Organ Recital at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Angels, Seventh Avenue and Tyler Street, Gary, Indiana.  Featured recitalist will be H. Ricardo 
Ramirez.  A free-will offering will be accepted.  Free, secured parking in the Cathedral lots.  For further information or 
directions, telephone (219) 882-6079 or (219) 531-0922. 
10) Sunday November 9, 2008, 3:00 p.m., First Church of Christ, Scientist, 440 Ridge Avenue, Winnetka, Illinois, 
presents organist Robert E. Woodworth, Jr., in an organ recital on the historic 1938 W. W. Kimball organ.  Music of 
Goodwin, Moline, Bach, Tschaikowsky, Faulkes, Messiaen, Edmunson and Thompson will be presented.  A feature of this 
program will be the presentation of an Historic Organ Citation by the Organ Historical Society.  (See further information 
elsewhere in this issue.)  Parking is available in the church lot. For further information or directions, telephone (773) 271-
8243. 
11) November 9, 2008, 4:00 p.m., Carla Edwards, Saint Peter Episcopal Church, Chicago, dedicatory recital of 
Buzard Organ opus 30. 
12) November 12, 2008, 12:15 p.m., David Schrader at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago 
Avenue, Evanston. 
13) November 15, 2008, 9:30 until noon, Master Class with David Schrader at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of 
Chicago, 1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston. 
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14) Sunday, November 16, 2008, 3:00 p.m., the Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows, 3121 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Chicago, Illinois, presents organist Mary Gifford in recital on the four-manual, 57-rank, 1902 Lyon & Healy organ, playing 
music of Bach, Gatty Sellars, Heitor Villa-Lobos, and others.  Free, safe, and ample off-street parking is available in the 
church lot.  A free-will offering will be received.  For further information or directions, telephone (773) 638-0159. 
15) November 16, 2008, 5:00 p.m., Sophie Veronique Cauchefer-Choplin, Saint Luke Episcopal Church, Evanston. 
16) November 23, 2008, Messiaen Masterworks, Saint Peter Catholic Church, Chicago. 
17) December 14, 2008, noon until 3:00 p.m., Keyboard Divisional Recitals at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 
1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston. 
18) January 18, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Singing Chants and Psalms with Andrew Fredel at Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 
Chicago. 
19) January 19, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Repertoire Exchange and Potluck, First Presbyterian Church, Arlington Heights, 
Illinois. 
20) January 25, 2009, 3:00 p.m., the Cathedral Arts Concert Series presents its annual Winter Organ Recital in Saint 
Mary of the Lake Catholic Church, 6060 Miller Avenue, Gary, Indiana.  The featured recitalist will be David C. Jonies.  A 
free-will offering will be accepted.  Free, secured parking in the church lots.  For further information or directions, 
telephone (219) 882-6079 or (219) 531-0922. 
21) February 20, 2009, Organ and Multi-Media Presentation at Saint John Lutheran Church, Lincolnwood, Illinois. 
22) March 18, 2009, 12:15 p.m., James Russell Brown at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago 
Avenue, Evanston. 
23) March 23, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Members in Recital: Pieces by North Shore Chapter American Guild of Organists 
Composers, First Presbyterian Church, Highland Park, Illinois. 
24) April 14, 2009, 1:00 until 4:00 p.m., Keyboard Divisional Recitals at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston. 
25) April 15, 2009, 12:15 p.m., Margaret McElwain Kemper at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago 
Avenue, Evanston. 
26) April 17, 2009, 8:00 p.m., Olivier Latry at Holy Name Cathedral, Chicago, Illinois. 
27) April 19, 2009, 3:00 p.m., the Cathedral Arts Concert Series presents its annual Spring Organ Recital in the 
Cathedral of the Holy Angels, Seventh Avenue and Tyler Street.  Featured organist will be Stephen Schnurr.  A free-will 
offering will be accepted.  Free, secured parking in the Cathedral lots.  For further information or directions, telephone 
(219) 882-6079 or (219) 531-0922. 
28) April 20, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Organ and Instruments Concert at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 
Chicago Avenue, Evanston. 
29) May 10, 2009, 2:00 until 5:00 p.m., Mendelssohn-Bach Marathon, Downtown Evanston. 
30) May 17, 2009, Chapter Membersô and Friends Recital at Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, 
Chicago. 
 

2004  BUFFALO NATIONAL CONVENTION COMPACT DISKS RELEASED 
 

The Organ Historical Society is pleased to announce the release of a four compact disk set of music compiled at 
the 2004 National Convention of the Society, held in the Buffalo, New York, region.  Nearly five hours of organ music can 
be heard on organs built between approximately 1853 and 1988.  Featured performers include Ken Cowan, Thomas 
Murray, Frederick Swann, as well as Chapter members Allison Alcorn, MaryAnn Crugher Balduf, Derek Nickels, and 
Stephen Schnurr.  Disks can be ordered from the OHS catalogue website:  www.organsociety.org.  Disks for the 2007 
Central Indiana Convention are in process. 
 

CHAPTER BOARD ELECTION RESULTS FOR THE TERM 2008-2010 
 
It is with pleasure that the Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society announces new officers for 

the 2008-2010 term, as follows: 
 
Treasurer:  Dennis Northway 
Member at Large: William Aylesworth 
Member at Large: Br. Benjamin Basile, C.PP.S. 
 
Officers were installed at the Annual Meeting Dinner on Sunday, April 13, 2008. 
The Chapter expresses its gratitude to Stephen Schnurr, Jr. for completing his term as Member-at-Large. 
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CHICAGO-MIDWEST CHAPTER OHS BEGINS 2008-2009  YEAR WITH ITALIAN ORGANIST 

FRANCESCO CERA AT WINNETKA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

725 Pine Street, Winnetka, Illinois  60093 

Friday, October 10, 2008, 8:00 p.m. 
 

The Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society will commence its 2008-2009 program year with a 
recital by the Italian organist Francesco Cera on the forty-seven stop Martin Pasi organ installed earlier this year in the 
Winnetka Congregational Church.  The National OHS Convention in the Seattle area this past summer featured several 
instruments built within the past twenty years by notable organbuilders of the Pacific Northwest that included Martin Pasi.  
The instrument at Winnetka Congregational Church is the second built by Mr. Pasi in the Chicago area (Saint Paul and 
the Redeemer in the Hyde Park neighborhood was the first) and the first by this firm on the North Shore.  We are very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to hear one of Italyôs finest perform music of the Italian masters, Buxtehude, and Bach 
on one of the Chicago areaôs exciting new additions to the organ scene. 

Mr. Ceraôs program will include: 
Ave Maris Stella    Girolamo Cavazzoni 

(1510-1577) 
Toccata del sesto tuono           Claudio Merulo 

(1533-1604) 
Bergamasca  Girolamo Frescobaldi 
Toccata per lôelevatione (from Fiori musicali 1635)         (1583-1643) 
Toccata settima     Michelangelo Rossi 

(1601-1656) 
Capriccio cromatico         Tarquinio Merula 

(1595-1665) 
Passacagli       Bernardo Pasquini 

(1637-1710) 
Passacaglia in D minor, BuxWV 161 Dieterich Buxtehude 
Präludium in A minor, BuxWV 158        (c. 1637-1707) 
Prelude and Fugue in C major, BWV 547            Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750) 
 

 
 

Francesco Cera was born in Bologna, Italy. and studied organ and harpsichord with Luigi Ferdinando Tagliavini 
and later with Gustav Leonhardt at the Amsterdam Conservatory.  He is highly sought after as one of Italyôs leading early 
music authorities for his knowledge of different musical styles and expressions for keyboard and instrumental music.  He 
has performed as a soloist in important international festivals and on historical organs in the whole of Europe (Bologna 
San Petronio, Musica e Poesia in San Maurizio in Milan, Festival of Flanders in Gent and Bruges, Bach Tage Berlin, Saint 
Michel en Thierrache, St. Jacobi Hamburg, Arte Organica in Castilla y Leon, Les Gouts Reunis Lausanne, Musica 
Transalpina in London).  He has recorded the complete works of Michelangelo Rossi, Tarquinio Merula, Bernardo Storace 
and Antonio Valente for the Tactus label on historical Italian organs to critical acclaim.  The French Radio Broadcasting 
has produced his recording ñRome Baroqueò on the Guglielmi 1612 organ issued by the label Temperaments, and he has 
also recorded three compact disks of Domenico Scarlattiôs harpsichord Sonatas from the manuscript dated 1742.  He has 
been a member of the ensemble Il Giardino Armonico and has recorded four concerti for harpsichord by J. S. Bach with 
the ensemble I Barocchisti.  He has led courses, masterclasses, and seminars at the Accademia di Musica Italiana per 
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Organo, the Royal Academy of Music London, the Acad¯mie dôOrgue de Fribourg, the University of Illinois, Cornell 
University, Oberlin College, and Arizona State University.  He has played recitals at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago and 
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester in 2006.  Since 2001, he has been living in Rome, where he is the appointed 
Honorary Inspector of Early Organs for Rome and the Lazio region. 
 

   
 

Above, photographs of the Winnetka Congregational Church:  left, the exterior, center, the organ, right, the keydesk.  
Photographs by Stephen Schnurr. 

 
Winnetka Congregational Church was organized at a special meeting at Academy Hall (a structure built in 1870 

at Ridge and Ash Streets as a preparatory school for the University of Chicago) in Winnetka on September 28, 1874.  The 
Reverend Simeon Gilbert served as the churchôs first acting pastor from 1874 until 1879.  During his tenure, the church 
began to establish itself and grow through his intellectual and cosmopolitan ideas.  As editor of The Advance, a religious 
periodical that was published by Congregationalists in Chicago, he was able to appeal directly to several religious 
associations and groups for assistance in the development of this fledgling new church. 

In 1868, a group of Unitarians and Universalists from Chicago had organized the Liberal Christian Association 
and worshipped periodically at a private schoolhouse on the Common.  The great Chicago Fire of 1871 attracted many 
displaced Chicagoans to Winnetka and the village grew.  In 1873, the Liberal Christian Association purchased the private 
schoolhouse on the village Common and moved it to a lot on the southeast corner of Maple and Cherry streets.  After a 
cupola and cross were added, this little structure became a church.  This little chapel was made available to the newly 
formed Winnetka Congregational Church as their first church home for $50.00 per year.  The churchôs first organ was 
presumably a pump organ but church records indicate that in January 1883, a new organ at the expense of $151.49 (a 
50% discount of the original price) had been purchased.  Church documents do not illuminate specific details about this 
instrument, but presumably, this was the ñsecond-handò Estey that later made its home in the second church building on 
Elm Street. 

By 1883, it had become apparent that the little chapel on the corner of Maple and Cherry streets could no longer 
accommodate the demands made by the growing young church.  In a business meeting of July 18, 1883, preliminary 
plans were made for the acquisition of land for a new church.  It was not until after the arrival of the Reverend Quincy 
Lamartine Dowd as the congregationôs third pastor in 1885 that the need for a new church building became a reality.  
Located on Elm Street at the top of present Arbor Vitae Road, plans were approved on January 25, 1885, with $2,400 
pledged toward the construction.  The total amount to be raised for the project was fixed at $5,000.  The second church 
structure was dedicated on September 26, 1886, free of debt in an elaborate dedicatory service that included the 
Reverends Dowd and Gilbert.  The new church had a seating capacity of seventy to eighty people and housed a second-
hand Estey organ played by Miss Harriet Sloate, organist and choir director. 
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On January 1, 1904, the Reverend Benjamin S. Winchester assumed the pastorate of the church and encouraged 
many community activities that had been instituted by his predecessor, Reverend Dowd.  In June 1904, the church 
sponsored a Bible School Institute that was attended by church school educators and from all over the Chicago area and 
suburbs.  This continued throughout the school year and culminated with a lecture by W. E. B. DuBois later in the year.  
On October 27, 1904, plans were approved for another new church building that was not to exceed $27,000.  After 
borrowing $10,000 to begin construction in November of that year, the cornerstone was laid on January 15, 1905.  From 
the beginning of his tenure, Reverend Winchester displayed a great interest in the development of a great music program.  
He succeeded in the formation of vested choirs, both for adult and youth.  His most noteworthy success was persuading 
the brilliant young organist and composer, Eric DeLamarter to become organist and choir director.  On February 4, 1906, 
the third church building, designed by Arthur S. Coffin featuring Norman style architecture and a white stone exterior, a 
seating capacity of three hundred, Tiffany windows, and a 17-stop Hutchings-Votey organ of tubular pneumatic action, 
was dedicated in two separate ceremonies.  The building is still in use today as the Childrenôs Chapel. 

In 1911, the trustees of the church authorized the purchase of land adjacent to the church on Lincoln Avenue to 
be developed into a Community House, a building open to the whole community and not to be used for commercial 
purposes.  The new building was completed at approximately $45,000 and featured a lofty gymnasium measuring 80ô by 
50ô, with a 24ô by 12ô stage at one end, equipped with a motion picture curtain and border footlights, and with dressing-
room facilities.  A second-floor gallery accommodated spectators, and served also as additional space for group meetings, 
as well as for Sunday School classroom use.  Other rooms included a Neighborhood Room (34ô x 25ô) and an Assembly 
Room (40ô x 36ô).  The first floor also included Rudolph Matz Hall (65ô x 50ô) with its 50ô 28ô stage and large adjacent 
kitchen.  On the night of December 22, 1930, a fire destroyed the original Community House but spared Matz Hall.  The 
entire complex was rebuilt in 1932, and by 1972, the present Community House continued to offer the people of Winnetka 
a place to meet for social, philanthropic, business, religious, or educational needs.  The Winnetka Community House has 
played an invaluable role in the life of the village of Winnetka.  In 1966, the church turned its ownership over to the 
community.  The Community House, which is a frequent model for others throughout the nation, is the oldest institution of 
its kind in the country. 

By 1922, the church had a membership of 771 and some twenty denominations represented; it was clearly 
healthy and growing.  The congregation celebrated its fiftieth anniversary in a memorable week of October 19-26, 1924.  
By January 1, 1927, the church reported a membership of 1,136.  In May of 1927, design plans were revealed to the 
public for the first time for a new church edifice on land purchased on Pine Street.  Philadelphia architect Charles Z. 
Klauder had designed a ñconventionalò Gothic structure described as a 33ô x 160ô rectangle, with cross and with a tower 
36ô square and 141ô high, oriented on a north-south axis along Lincoln Avenue with the entrance on Pine Street.  It was to 
have a seating capacity of 1,200.  An adjacent church house was to provide ñchurch offices, ladies parlors, meeting 
rooms, pastorsô studies, choir robbing room, and space for the Tyrrell Library.ò  These plans never materialized. 

In January, 1930, Dr. Samuel Harkness of the Immanuel Presbyterian Church of Kansas City, Missouri, was 
called to be pastor.  His interest in music was obvious throughout his 25 year ministry.  In 1930, George W. Howerton, 
organist and choir director of Dr. Harknessô former church in Kansas City, arrived to assume similar duties.  Mr. Howerton, 
who had studied with Marcel Dupré in Paris, helped to enrich the music program until 1933 when he left to accept an 
appointment at Hiram College.  Marion Lasier Morrison served as organist and choir director of the girlôs choir and male 
Vesper quartet until 1936 when Walter Flandorf briefly served as organist and choir director.  Late in 1936, Dr. Harkness 
called Mrs. Adelaide Johns Bradburn to serve as Director of Music and to form a youth choir similar to the renowned New 
Trier High School Choir which she had organized and directed.  The choir flourished and grew to fifty to sixty members.  
The Vesper quartet continued to perform until 1961.  Marion Morrison returned briefly as organist, but was succeeded by 
John Hammond and later Cornelius Pflugel before Earl Mitchell began his tenure from 1940 until 1957.  He was 
succeeded by Arline Ream, who remained as organist until 1968.  The Church School Choir grew successfully under its 
organist and choir director, Marion Morrison.  She was succeeded by Margaret Loomis, with Arline Ream as organist.  In 
the 1950s, Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Lightner, choir director and organist, respectively, developed a robed Church School Choir 
that numbered over one hundred.  It continued until the Lightnersô retirement in 1956, after which it fell into decline until 
1956 when Wesley Bradburn joined his wife as co-director of music and the Church Choir gradually evolved into an all-
adult ensemble.  In 1969, the Bradburns retired after 33 years of service to the church.  

By 1934, the church membership had risen to 1,475 and the subject of a new church building that had been a 
topic of lively debate since 1921 was resurrected with the hiring of distinguished architect of fine Colonial designs, Aymar 
Embury, II, of New York City and his Winnetka associate, John Leonard Hamilton in March of 1934.  Contracts were 
signed in April 1935 and the cornerstone of the new church was laid in a brief ceremony on May 26.  One of the highlights 
of the ceremony was the playing outdoors by Marion Morrison of the little Windes reed organ that was first used in the 
one-room chapel some sixty years earlier.  The Georgian-Colonial edifice, and present church, was completed at the end 
of March 1936 and dedicated on Easter Sunday, April 6, 1936.  To enhance the height of the tower, the south wing was 
cut partially into the hillside of the site.  The structure of brick and stone on a heavy concrete foundation featured an 
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exterior trim of Indiana limestone, monolithic column shafts of the main portico, and red face brick with its handmade look 
fabricated in Streator, Illinois.  The seating capacity of the nave is 650, with 141 in the main balcony, 30 in the tower 
balcony, and 39 in the choir.  The new church was completed and finished without debt at a cost of $390,000.  Dr. 
Harkness had expressed one regret ï that there was not yet a pipe organ for the magnificent new church.  The church 
was forced to settle for an electronic substitute for a cost of $2,500.  This served the church until Austin Organs, Inc., 
installed its opus 2251, which was dedicated on Sunday, January 13, 1957.  Organ architect and recitalist, William H. 
Barnes, played the dedication concert later that afternoon on the new thirty-seven stop organ of three manuals and four 
divisions:  Great, Choir, Swell, and Pedal.  The Austin organ was placed in two chambers on either side of the chancel 
behind the silver finished display pipes, which had been made and installed twenty-one years earlier for purely decorative 
purposes.  The electronic instrument was removed and replaced the 1932 Geo. Kilgen & Son opus 4940 of electro-
pneumatic action that was in the Childrenôs Chapel. 

Elizabeth Paul Chalupka (1933-2005), served with great distinction as Music Director from 1969 to 1987.  Born in 
rural Southern Illinois, Mrs. Chalupka held degrees from MacMurray College and Northwestern University.  She had 
studied with Barrett Spach and was previously the Associate Organist and Choir Director at Fourth Presbyterian Church of 
Chicago.  As a Fulbright scholar, she studied with Anton Heiller in Vienna before completing her doctorate from 
Northwestern University.  She brought a particular flair and panache to the music program ï especially the various 
assortments of special Christmas musical offerings that included a Jazz Advent Service, the Christmas Pageant, and the 
Christmas Eve service that combined the Chancel Choir with a small orchestra of high school students.  A special 
recording project was taped by the Chancel Choir, the Grade School Choir, and Beth Chalupka for radio station WFMT.  
Mrs. Chalupka performed all twelve Noëls for organ by the 17

th
 century French composer Louis-Claude DôAquin on three 

contrasting organs in the Chicago area, and the choirs sang the corresponding noëls upon which the organ pieces were 
inspired.  The twelve pieces were aired in Chicago just prior to Christmas in both 1973 and 1974. 

More recently, Randall Manges served as Director of Music and brought the choir on several trips to England 
during his long tenure.  Currently, Robert A. Harris serves as Choirmaster and Director of Music and Elaine C. Clemens 
serves as Organist and Director of Childrenôs Music. 

After Austin opus 2251 experienced numerous mechanical problems and failures over an extended period, an 
organ committee was formed to investigate the possibility of a new instrument.  A contract was signed with organ builder 
Martin Pasi in October 2002 after a period of several years of study to build his firmôs opus 18.  Working with the 
consultant, Dr. Mark Brombaugh, and the organ committee, Pasi developed a three-manual organ of forty-seven stops to 
be placed on the central axis of the reconfigured chancel.  This placement allows the organ and choir to speak clearly into 
the main seating area.  The organ is entirely encased in painted solid poplar.  Its basic shape was inspired by the 1774 
David Tannenberg organ at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, an historic colonial building.  The 
decorative pipe shades of butternut were designed by Kathryn Sparks and carved by Martin Pasi and Maurine Pasi, his 
daughter. 

The keydesk and bench are made of white oak.  The natural keys of the manual are covered with cow bone, the 
pedal naturals are oak, the sharps for the manuals are ebony and those for the pedals are cocobolo.  The stop knobs are 
arranged in vertical jambs on both sides of the keyboards.  The stop knobs and toe pistons are of Pau Ferro and the 
keycheeks are inlaid with bone and ebony. 

The pipework for the Great division is at the center of the case while the Pedal division is placed on windchests 
on either side at impost level.  The Swell is at the top center of the case just behind the façade pipes. The Positiv is 
cantilevered above the keydesk in front of the Great. 

 
Specification of 2008 Martin Pasi & Associates opus 18: 

 
GREAT (Manual I) POSITIV (Manual II) 
16 Bourdon 8 Gedeckt 
8 Principal 8 Salicional 
8 Spitzflöte 4 Principal 
8 Harmonic Flute 4 Rohrflöte 
4 Octave 2 Gemshorn 
4 Nachthorn 1-1/3 Sifflöte 
3 Quinte II Sesquialtera 
2 Octave IV Scharff (1ô) 
V Cornet (from middle C) 16 Dulcian 
V Mixture (1-1/3ô) 8 Krummhorn 
8 Trumpet 
8 Vox Humana  
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SWELL (Manual III, enclosed) Swell (continued) 
16 Quintaton 8 Oboe 
8 Praestant 
8 Rohrflöte PEDAL 
8 Viola 32 Subbass (extension, 16ô Subbass, 12 wood) 
8 Celeste (from tenor C) 16 Praestant 
4 Octave 16 Subbass 
4 Spitzflöte 8 Octave 
2-2/3 Nazard 8 Bourdon 
2 Octave 4 Octave 
2 Waldflöte IV Mixture (3ô) 
1-3/5 Tierce 16 Posaune 
V Mixture (2ô) 8 Trumpet 
16 Bassoon 4 Trumpet 
8 Trumpet 
 
Couplers 
I/P III/P III/I 
II/P II/I III/II 
 
Accessories 
18 General pistons (thumb, 1-12 toe) 8 Great pistons (thumb) 
8 Positiv pistons (thumb) 8 Swell pistons (thumb) 
8 Pedal pistons (toe) General Cancel (thumb) 
Combination setter (thumb) Sequencer (5 ñupò by thumb, 1 toe, 1 ñdownò by thumb) 
Great to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe) Swell to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe) 
Positiv to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe) Solid-state combination action with 60 memory levels 
Tremulant (entire organ) Stabilizer 
Zimbelstern (eight bells, drawknob with thumb and toe reversibles) 
Vogelgesang (actuator at top of keydesk) Balanced Swell expression shoe 
Tutti reversible (thumb and toe) 
 

Information for this article was gathered from:  Organ Dedication, Martin Pasi Opus 18, Winnetka Congregation Church, 
Winnetka, IL, published by the church, 2008; from The Organs of the United States and Canada database, complied by 

George Nelson, Seattle, Washington; Remember, Rejoice, Renew: The Winnetka Congregational Church, 1874-1974, by 
George D. Brodsky, published by the church, 1975, pp. 19, 20, 26, 53, 54, 57, 59, 70, 75, 80, 81, 128, 142, 143, 151, 163, 

168, 195, 272, 273; artist website: http://www.francescocera.it; congregational website:  http://www.wcc-joinus.org. 
 

THE MIDWEST ORGAN IN HISTORY  
 

Stephen L. Pinel, Organ Historical Society Archivist, submitted the following item from the Boston Morning 
Journal, March 5, 1896: 

WELSH POET. 
William Evans, the Welsh poet of America, died at Lockport, Ill., yesterday, aged 71.  He was 

known in this country as an organ builder, and in Wales his name was familiar in every household as a 
contributor of poetry and prose to the leading journals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.francescocera.it/
http://www.wcc-joinus.org/
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AUTUMN ORGAN CRAWL TO VISIT FOUR INSTRUMENTS IN RIVER FOREST AND OAK PARK 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2008 

 
SCHEDULE: 

10:00 a.m.ðRosary Chapel, Dominican University, 7900 West Division Street, River Forest 
11:00 a.m.ðFirst United Methodist Church, North Oak Park Avenue and Superior Street, Oak Park 

NOONðLunch on your own (suggestions will be provided) 
1:15 p.m.ðSaint Edmund Catholic Church, Oak Park Avenue and Pleasant Street, Oak Park 

2:15 p.m.ðTrinity Lutheran Church, 300 North Ridgeland Avenue, Oak Park 
 

Complete directions will be found at the end of this article.  Participants are asked to bring this issue with them 
to the organ crawl.  OHS Members and their guests are invited to participate for all or any part of the dayôs 

events, as they are able. 
 

The fall foliage promises to be spectacular around Chicago in October but especially so in the wooded 
communities of Oak Park and River Forest.  We will visit four churches on Saturday, October 25, 2008, between 10:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. to see and hear organs built by Casavant, Schlicker, Skinner, and Wangerin housed in architecturally 
diverse settings. 
 
RIVER FOREST, Dominican University, Rosary Chapel, 7900 West Division Street.  Dominican University originated as 
Saint Clara College in Sinsinawa, Wisconsin, in 1901 by the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary, an 
order that was founded by the Reverend Samuel Mazzuchelli (1806-1864).  Born in Milan, Italy, Fr. Mazzuchelli grew up in 
the politically repressed society but became a Dominican friar in the Order of Preachers shortly after his seventeenth 
birthday.  After moving to Rome, he studied Latin, French, rhetoric, philosophy, mathematics, theology, and especially the 
works of Saint Thomas Aquinas at the ancient Convent of Saint Sabina.  In 1827, he received permission to travel to the 
American missions even though he was not yet a priest.  After arriving in the Diocese of Cincinnati, he studied in Ohio 
until Bishop Fenwick ordained him as a priest just prior to his twenty-fourth birthday.  His first appointment was to be the 
sole parish priest for the northernmost region of the diocese, a frontier region of the Northwest Territory, an area including 
all of modern-day Wisconsin, and portions of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Minnesota.  One of his first duties was to 
serve the fur traders, fishermen, and hunters in the neglected parishes of Mackinac Island and Sault Ste. Marie.  Fr. 
Mazzuchelli later focused on the cities of Dubuque, Iowa, and Galena, Illinois, which had become the worldôs leading 
sources of lead ore.  With an increase in population in that region by 5,000% in the short span of five years, he was able 
to build 20 churches in an increasing anti-Catholic climate.  He later became the chaplain to the legislators of the new 
Territory of Wisconsin before being named general and special vicar of the new Diocese of Dubuque. 

In 1843, Fr. Mazzuchelli returned to his ancestral home to seek permission from the Vatican to found a new 
Dominican provinceðonly the second one in the United States.  His requests to train priests, establish Catholic schools, 
and to create a place for Dominicans in the area to participate in a communal life were granted.  He returned to the United 
States and placed a down payment on five-hundred acres of land ten miles north of Galena, just across the Wisconsin 
border.  The area had been known as Manitoumie, or ñthe dwelling place of the Great Spiritò to the native people, and they 
called the mound near the Mississippi river Sinsinawa, or ñhome of the young eagle.ò 

By 1850, he had returned to missionary work, offering pastoral care to the local people.  He moved to Benton, 
Wisconsin, and opened a district school, Saint Clara Academy, a frontier academy for young women.  He served the 
school as the architect, contractor, superintendent, and astronomy teacher.  He died on February 23, 1864, at the age of 
fifty-eight. He had been known throughout the Mississippi River Valley in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois and in the Great 
Lakes region for establishing more than thirty-five parish communities, designing and building more than twenty-five 
churches and civic buildings, and founding the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters.  Fr. Mazzuchelli's life and example continue 
to have meaning for people today.  His commitment to justice for the oppressed, to education, and to responsible civic 
participation are relevant values for our time.  He was declared ñvenerableò in 1993 by Pope John Paul II, and on August 
21, 2008, a final session of the diocesan process regarding the beatification of the Venerable Samuel Mazzuchelli, OP, 
was held in the Queen of the Rosary Chapel at Sinsinawa Mound, Wisconsin. 

In 1922, under the leadership of Mother Samuel Coughlin, Saint Clara College in Sinsinawa, Wisconsin, was 
relocated to its present location in River Forest, Illinois, where it was renamed Rosary College.  The new college began 
immediately instituting new programs and improving its curriculum, establishing one of the first study abroad programs in 
the country in 1925 and offering courses in library science leading to the universityôs first mastersô degree in 1949.  
Recognizing its responsibility to all students, Rosary College became coeducational in 1970.  In May 1997, in the context 
of an aggressive strategic plan, the school name changed to Dominican University, communicating the increasingly 
comprehensive nature of the universityôs programs and, at the same time, its continued commitment of its Catholic 
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Dominican mission.  There are currently six schools affiliated with Dominican University.  Rosary Chapel was presumably 
constructed in 1922, a room of Gothic influence.  The pipe organ in the rear gallery was built by the Wangerin Organ 
Company and is believed to have been installed at the time of chapel construction. 
 

Specification of Wangerin Organ Co. organ: 
 
GREAT (Manual I, 61-note chest) Swell (continued) 
8 Open Diapason (inoperable) 4 Flute D'Amour (ext. Bourdon) 
8 Melodia 2 Flautino (ext. Bourdon) 
8 Unda Maris (with Melodia) 8 Cornopean 
8 Viol D'Gamba 8 Vox Humana 
4 Flute (extension, 8ô Melodia)  Tremulant 
 Great to Great 16  Swell to Swell 16 
 Great to Great 4  Swell Unison Off 
 Swell to Great 16  Swell to Swell 4 
 Swell to Great 8 
 Swell to Great 4 PEDAL 
  16 Diapason Resultant 
SWELL (Manual II, 61-note chests) 16 Subbass 
16 Bourdon 16 Bourdon (from Swell, 16ô Bourdon) 
8 Horn Diapason 8 Flauto Dolce (from Swell, 16ô Bourdon) 
8 Lieblich Gedeckt (extension, 16ô Bourdon) 8 Bass Flute (from Great, 8ô Melodia) 
8 Vox Angelica 8 Violoncello (from Great, 8ô Viol D'Gamba) 
8 Vox Coelestis Great to Pedal 8 
8 Quintadena Swell to Pedal 8 
 
ACCESSORIES 
4 Great and Pedal pistons and Cancel (thumb) 4 Swell and Pedal pistons and Cancel (thumb) 
Great to Pedal reversible (toe) Balanced Swell Expression Pedal 
Balanced Great Expression Pedal Balanced Crescendo Pedal 
Sforzando reversible (toe) 
 

  
 
Above, views of the interior of Rosary Chapel:  left, towards the altar; right, towards the gallery.  Photographs by Stephen 

Schnurr. 
 
Information gathered from:  Dominican University website: http://www.dom.edu; Sinsinawa Dominicans website: 
http://www.sinsinawa.org/ 
 
Oak Park, Illinois, First United Methodist Church, North Oak Park Avenue and Superior Street.  The magnificent 1925 
Skinner Organ Company opus 328 was documented in The Stopt Diapason, whole issue 61, Autumn 1998, page 7-11.  
The issue can also be viewed online:  http://ohschicago.org/TSD/archives/TSD061.pdf. 


