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1906 HINNERS ORGAN TO BE VISITED DURING MARCH 21, 2009, ORGAN CRAWL

This lovely instrument is one of four fascinating pipe organs to be heard at the next Chicago-Midwest Chapter event, co-
sponsored by the Chicago Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Further details inside!

The Stopt Diapason, a journal devoted to the history of the organ in Chicago and the Midwest, is published quarterly by
the Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society, Inc., a not-for-profit, educational organization. The
Chicago-Midwest Chapter is a non-profit corporation incorporated in the State of lllinois.




From the President: 2008-2009 Board Members

Dear Chicago-Midwest OHS Members: President:

| hope that all of you have survived the busy days of Derek E. Nickels
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany! 2009 promises to be 1224 Elmwood Avenue, #2-W
a busy year. Since this year also marks the 200" Evanston, lllinois 60202 _
Anniversary of the birth of Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Office: (847) 251-6120, extension 17
l &m sure we will be heoclthdé ng man)pe":fﬂ(%z‘f’)ﬁz%ilﬁa_nces
music of this great composer. emall: drdden@hotmail.com

Our next chapter event will be our Annual Spring Secretary:
Organ Crawl with the Chicago Chapter of the American #bece Robinson
Guild of Organists. We will visit four churches on the 8447 Clara Drive
north and northwest sides of Chicago on Saturday, Niles, lllinois 60714
March 21,_2009, be_glnnlng at 10:00 a.m. We WI|| be_gln Residence: (847) 823-7478
the day with a visit to Ravenswood Fellowship United email: jrobinson@sgcmail.com
Methodist to hear the 1893 Johnson & Son organ
installed in this grand edifice on the corner of Hermitage Treasurer:
and Sunnyside Avenues. Since this day happens to Dennis E. Northway
Bachdés Birthday, the remainder  @raceEpidtopal Churcla wl wi || be
devoted to Lutheran churches. We will move first to 924 Lake Street
nearby Pilgrim Lutheran Church to see and hear the Oak Park, lllinois 60301
transplanted 1906 Hinners organ. After a lunch in some Office: (708) 386-8036, extension 12
of the nearby neighborhood restaurants (suggestions will Fax: (708) 386-8032
be provided), we will see and hear the 1923 M. P. Méller e-mail: denden1958@runbox.com
organ in Concordia Lutheran %Igm%errscatnarqe'one of Chi cagobs

Swedish congregations. We will conclude the day at

Messiah Lutheran Church to hear a three-manual William C. Aylesworth

Sc;hlicker from 1971. More detailed informqtion about 19 Overlook Drive
this event appears in this issue of The Stopt Diapason. Golf, Illinois 60029
We will return to the Pullman Greenstone United Residence: (847) 729-0518
Methodist Church on Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Office: (847) 251-1730
for a Memorial Recital in honor of longtime member Bill
Lange performed by Chapter Board member James Br. Benjamin Basile, c.pp.s.
Russell Brown from the Music Institute of Chicago. More Calumet College of Saint Joseph
details about this recital will appear in the next issue of 2400 New York Avenue
The Stopt Diapason. Whiting, Indiana 46394-2195
Our final event of the 2008-2009 year will be another Residence: (219) 977-1693
Young Organists Recital on Sunday, May 31, 2009, Office: (219) 473-4280
4:00 p.m., at Ebenezer Christian Reformed Church in Fax: (219) 473-4259
Berwyn. Like the first YoungOrgani st sd Reci t al | &0l bgngbz@aol.com
we will fgature four young organis_ts in this recital. _More James Russell Brown
|nformat|pn for this event and its perforr_’ners will be Music Institute of Chicago
forfthcommg in a future issue of The Stopt Diapason. We . 1490 Chicago Avenue
wi || conclude the dayods f esti vigfahstBrSillinoWisdad O UT Annual
Meeting at a local restaurant in nearby Oak Park. Office: (847) 905-1500, extension 545
We hope to see all of you and your friends at these e-mail: jbrown@musicinst.org
events!

(one vacancy)
Sincerely,
Derek E. Nickels, President
Chicago-Midwest Chapter OHS
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CALENDAR OEHAPTEREVENTS FOR008-2009

1) Saturday, March 21, 2009, 10:00 a.m. until 2:45 p.m., Annual Spring Organ Crawl with Chicago Chapter
American Guild of Organists. Further details found elsewhere in this issue, beginning on page 4.

2) Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Annual Spring Organ Recital at Greenstone United Methodist Church, South
Saint Lawrence Avenue and East 112" Street, Chicago, lllinois. Featured recitalist is James Russell Brown. Further
information to be found in the next issue of this journal.

3) Sunday, May 31, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Young Organists Recital at Ebenezer Christian Reformed Church, South
Harvey Avenue and West Thirteenth Street, Berwyn, lllinois. Further information to be found in a future issue of The Stopt

Diapason.

CALENDAR OAREAEVENTS

Please notify the Editor of events to be listed (contact information found above)

1) Friday, February 20, 2009, Organ and Multi-Media Presentation at Saint John Lutheran Church, Lincolnwood,
lllinois.

2) Sunday, February 22, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, South Commercial Avenue and
East Eighty-Eighth Street, Chicago, lllinois, presents Mary Gifford in recital on the Kilgen organ. Additional musicians are
Marieth Quintero, soprano, and members of the Spanish choir. Music by Mozart, Rachmaninoff, Biggs, Bach, and
traditional Mexican composers.

3) Wednesday, March 18, 2009, 12:15 p.m., James Russell Brown at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago, 1490
Chicago Avenue, Evanston.

4) Monday, March 23, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Members in Recital: Pieces by North Shore Chapter American Guild of
Organists Composers, First Presbyterian Church, Highland Park, lllinois.

5) Tuesday, April 14, 2009, 1:00 until 4:00 p.m., Keyboard Divisional Recitals at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of
Chicago, 1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston.

6) Wednesday, April 15, 2009, 12:15 p.m., Margaret McElwain Kemper at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago,
1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston.

7 Sunday, April 19, 2009, 3:00 p.m., the Cathedral Arts Concert Series presents its annual Spring Organ Recital in
the Cathedral of the Holy Angels, Seventh Avenue and Tyler Street. Featured organist will be Stephen Schnurr. A free-
will offering will be accepted. Free, secured parking in the Cathedral lots. For further information or directions, telephone
(219) 882-6079 or (219) 531-0922.

8) Monday, April 20, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Organ and Instruments Concert at Nichols Hall, Music Institute of Chicago,
1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston.

9) Friday, April 24, 2009, 7:30 p.m., Trinity Community Philharmonic Orchestra and Todd Wilson and Sunday, April
26, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Todd Wilson organ recital at Trinity International University, Deerfieldd see page 25 for further
information on these events.

10) Sunday, May 10, 2009, 2:00 until 5:00 p.m., Mendelssohn-Bach Marathon, Downtown Evanston.

11) Sunday, May 17, 20009, Chapter Membersé and Friends Recit

Chapel, Chicago.



SPRINGORGANCRAWL TO VISIT FOWSTRUMENTONCHICAGS
NORTH ANDNORTHWESSIDE SATURDAYARCH1, 2009

COMPILED BY DEREK NICKELS AND STEPHEN SCHNURR

SCHEDULE:
10:00 to 10:45 a.m.0 Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church, 4511 North Hermitage Avenue
(1893 Johnson & Son)
11:00 to 11:45 a.m.d Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 4300 North Winchester Avenue
(1906 Hinners)
NooNd Lunch on your own (suggestions will be provided)
1:00 to 1:45 p.m.d Concordia Lutheran Church, 3855 North Seeley Avenue
(1923 M. P. Mdller)

2:15 to 2:45 p.m.d Messiah Lutheran Church, 6201 West Patterson Avenue

(1971 Schlicker)

Complete directions will be found at the end of this article. Participants are asked to bring this issue with them
to the organ crawl. OHS and AGO Members and their guests are invited to participate for all or any part of the
daybs events, as they are abl e.

Come and enjoy the weather on the annual Chicago-Mi d we st Chapterds Spring Orga
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. We will visit four churches on Saturday, March 21, 2009 between 10:00 a.m.
and 3:00 p.m. to see and hear organs built by Hinners, Johnson & Son, M. P. Méller, and Schlicker housed in
architecturally diverse settings. With two front installations and two rear installations, all four of these instruments have
unique and interesting histories that we will be able to experience. Since March 21 happens to be the 324" anniversary of
the birth of Johann Sebastian Bach, it is very appropriate that we visit some Lutheran churches to honor one of the most
famous Lutherans of all time.

Above: the interior of the Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church, Chicago, and its 1893 Johnson & Son opus
803 fagade. Photograph by Stephen Schnurr.



RAVENSWOOD FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, North Hermitage and West Sunnyside Avenues, Chicago, lllinois.

A religious class of men and women was formed in the winter of 1872 for residents of the Ravenswood village. In
the following year, forty-three Methodists determined to form a new congregation. The First Methodist Church of Chicago
(now also known as the Chicago Temple), provided the fledgling group with the temporary building it had erected at Clark
and Harrison Streets after the Great Fire of October 1871. The First Methodist Episcopal Church of Ravenswood, then
located near Wilson Avenue, was dedicated in March of 1873. In 1879, the present property was acquired for $1,000 and
the church building moved once again. The following year, the congregation was granted a charter by the State of lllinois.
The building was dedicated in its third location on June 19, 1881.

Between 1889 and 1890, the present church was built in the Richardsonian Romanesque style popular at that
time and costing $26,000. The name Ravenswood M. E. Church was chiseled in the stone facade. Beautiful stained-
gl ass windows were provided by Chi cago6s -style@Qomsunity Houddiwasl et .
built adjoining the church.

Johnson & Son of Westfield, Massachusetts, installed their opus 803, a two-manual organ, in the church at a cost
of $3,050. I't was dedicated in recital on December 12, 1.
electrified with a new console and minor tonal alterations. This console has again been rebuilt in recent years. The tonal
beauty of the original builder still sings forth each Sunday in worship.

Original specification of 1893 Johnson & Son opus 803:

GREAT (Manual 1) Swell (continued)

8 Open Diapason (scale 44, metald 61 pipes) 8 Stopped Diapason (woodd 61 pipes)

8 Melodia (woodd 61 pipes) 8 Salicional (scale 56, 7 capped basses, metald 61

8 Viola da Gamba (scale 55, metald 61 pipes) pipes)

8 Dulciana (scale 56, 7 capped basses, metald 61 8 Aeoline (scale 58, 7 capped basses, metald 61
pipes) pipes)

4 Octave (scale 58, metald 61 pipes) 4 Fugara (scale 65, metald 61 pipes)

4 FIl ute déAmour @ 6lpiped) and 4me t Blute Harmonique (metald 61 pipes)

2-2/3  Twelfth (scale 65, metald 61 pipes) 2 Flautino (scale 68, metald 61 pipes)

2 Fifteenth (scale 70, metald 61 pipes) 8 Oboe (metald 61 pipes)

8 Trumpet (metald 61 pipes) Tremolo

SwWELL (Manual Il, Enclosed) PEDAL

16 Bourdon (from tenor C, stopped woodd 49 pipes) 16 Doubl e Open Di apa@&Bmpes) (140,

16 Bourdon Bass (stopped woodd 12 pipes) 16 Bour don (©8W®pjpeswood

8 Open Diapason (scale 46, 7 wood basses,

remainder metald 61 pipes)

COUPLERS
Great to Pedal Swell to Pedal Swell to Great
Present specification of 1893 Johnson & Son opus 803:
GREAT (Manual 1) Swell (continued)
8 Open Diapason 8 Salicional
8 Melodia 8 Aeoline
8 Gamba 4 Fugara
4 Octave 4 Harmonic Flute
4 Flute déAmour 2 Flautino
1l Mixture 8 Bassoon
8 Trumpet Tremulant
Chimes (from tenor Ad 21 tubes)
PEDAL
SweLL (Manual I, Enclosed) 16 Open Diapason
16 Bourdon 16 Subbass
8 Violin Diapason 16 Lieblich Gedeckt (from Swel

8 Stopped Diapason



COUPLERS
Great to Pedal Swell to Pedal 4 Great to Great 4 Swell to Great 8
Swell to Pedal Great to Great 16 Swell to Great 16 Swell to Great 4

ACCESSORIES

8 General pistons (thumb and toe) 8 Great pistons (thumb)

8 Swell pistons (thumb) Setter (thumb)

Great to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe) Swell to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe)
Swell to Great reversible (thumb and toe) Chimes volume (Deagan, off and 5 volumes)
Balanced Swell expression shoe Balanced Crescendo shoe (with indicator light)

Sforzando reversible (thumb and toe, with indicator light) Current indicator light

Sources: The Organ, edited Everett E. Truette, Boston, Massachusetts, January 1894, Volume I, number 9, page 209;
original Johnson & Son specification courtesy the American Organ Archives of the Organ Historical Society, Princeton,
New Jersey.

Above: left, the exterior of the Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church; right, the 1906 Hinners Organ Company
organ in the Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Chicago. Photographs by Stephen Schnurr

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), North Winchester and West Cullom Avenues,
Chicago, lllinois.

Pilgrim was founded on June 11, 1912. Initially called Saint Paul English Evangelical Lutheran Church, the
congregation took its present name on May 1, 1917, as there were numerous Lutheran congregations in Chicago named
for Saint Paul. An existing frame church was purchased at West Cullom and North Wolcott Avenues. Dedicated on
November 10, 1912, the building of Gothic influence seated two hundred.

The present property was purchased in 1914. As the nation was drawn into the First World War, it was necessary
to postpone construction of a new church, and thus the old one was enlarged in 1917, at which time it was faced with
brick.



Ground for the present church was broken on April 29, 1951, and the cornerstone was laid on July 29. The
building of rural English Gothic influence is faced with Lannon stone on the exterior with Bedford limestone trim.
Designed by Marx and Lutz of Chicago, the church seated 540 persons.

The first pipe organ in the present church was built by the Reuter Organ Company of Lawrence, Kansas. The
contract was dated June 25, 1951, in the amount of $20,315.00. $2,000.00 was due on signing of the document. Opus
1024 was shipped on May 21, 1952, to be ready in the church for dedication of the building on June 15. Installation was
carried out by the Chicago representative of the builder, Frank C. Wichlac. The console of stopkey control was located in
a gallery at the rear of the nave, with the choir. The pipework was located in chambers at either side of the chancel at the
front of the nave. Key and stop action was electro-pneumatic. Manual compass was 61 notes (C-C); pedal (concave,
radiating pedalboard) was 32 notes (C-G). According to The Diapason, AArrangements wil |l be ma
organ from the tower. o

Specification of 1952 Reuter Organ Company opus 1024:

GREAT ORGAN (Manual Il, Enclosed with Chair) CHoIR ORGAN (Manual I, Enclosed with Choir)
8 Diapason (metald 73 pipes) 8 Vi ola (ABr oad@73pipea)l e, 0 met al
8 Claribel Flute (woodd 73 pipes) 8 Concert Flute (woodd 73 pipes)
8 Gemshorn (metald 73 pipes) 8 Dolcan (metald 73 pipes)
4 Octave (metald 73 pipes) 8 Dolcan Celeste (from tenor C, metald 61 pipes)
i Mixture (15-19-22, metald 183 pipes) 4 Nachthorn (metald 73 pipes)

Chimes (prepared) 2-2/3  Nazard (metald 61 pipes)

Great to Great 16 2 Blockflute (metald 61 pipes)

Great Unison Off 8 Clarinet (metald 73 pipes)

Great to Great 4 Tremolo

Swell to Great 16 Choir to Choir 16

Swell to Great 8 Choir Unison Off

Swell to Great 4 Choir to Choir 4

Choir to Great 16 Swell to Choir 16

Choir to Great 8 Swell to Choir 8

Choir to Great 4 Swell to Choir 4
SWELL ORGAN (Manual lll, Enclosed) PEDAL ORGAN
16 Rohrbourdon (wood and metald 97 pipes) 16 Contre Basse (wood and metald 56 pipes)
8 Diapason (metald 73 pipes) 16 Bourdon (woodd 44 pipes)
8 Rohr Flute (extens i o n, 166 Bour dols) Lieblich Gedeckt (from Swel
8 Vi ol e doéGamnv pipeg) met al 8 Octave (extension, 166 Cont
8 Viole Celeste (from tenor Co 61 pipes) 8 Bourdon (extension, 166 Bou
8 Spitz Flute (tapered, metald 73 pipes) 8 Still Gedeckt (from Swel |,
4 Principal (metald 73 pipes) 5-1/3 Twel fth (extensi on, 166 Con
4 Chi mney Flute (extensi om, l6boBalurBasy (extensi on, 1606
2-2/3 Rohrnasat (extensi on, 1606 BbablicdFolnyt e (from Swel |, 1606
2 FIl autino (extension, 168 Bolrdwopét (from Swell, 86 Tru
8 Trumpet (metald 73 pipes) Great to Pedal 8
8 Oboe (metald 73 pipes) Great to Pedal 4
4 Clarion (extension, 86 Tr umpwelttd Pedal 8

Tremolo Swell to Pedal 4

Swell to Swell 16 Choir to Pedal 8

Swell Unison Off
Swell to Swell 4

ADJUSTABLE COMBINATIONS

5 General pistons (thumb) 5 Great and Couplers pistons (thumb)
5 Swell and Couplers pistons (thumb) 5 Choir and Couplers pistons (thumb)
5 Pedal and Couplers pistons (toe) General Cancel (thumb)



COMBINATION COUPLERS
Pedal Combinations to Great Pistons, On & Off. Pedal Combinations to Swell Pistons, On & Off
Pedal Combinations to Choir Pistons, On & Off

EXPRESSION PEDALS
Balanced Great and Choir expression shoe Balanced Swell expression shoe
Balanced Crescendo and Diminuendo shoe (with indicator)

ACCESSORIES
Great to Pedal reversible Sforzando reversible (thumb and toe, with indicator)

Above: the interior of Pilgrim Church and grillwork of chambers that formerly housed the Reuter organ.
Photograph by Stephen Schnurr.

In 1988, the Reuter organ was sold through the Organ Clearing House of Harrisville, New Hampshire, to the First
Baptist Church of Hammond, Louisiana. It was relocated to its new home and slightly revised by T. R. Rench & Co. of
Raci ne, Wi sconsi n. The Pedal 166 Contrebasse was made
disappeared.

The present organ in Pilgrim Church was built in 1906 by the Hinners Organ Company of Pekin, lllinois, for St.
Petridés Kirke in West Philadel phi a, Pennsyl vani a. Patric
organ in 1988 to the residence of Robert Bruce Whiting in Schwenksville, Pennsylvania. The Chicago church purchased
the organ from Whiting and contracted with Murphy to relocate the organ to Chicago. During its first move, some

alterations were made to the organ: a lll Mixture was addedonajump-s| i de to the Great. The
Principal were introduced to the organ, pipework coming from a Wm. King organ. The Trumpet and Oboe/Bassoon were
rebuilt and revoiced by Trivo. Al so, a soft Pedal 166 s

Chicago, a 46 Ch o mauwméwekadklad toahe Bedd dvisiorP Manual compass is 61 notes (C-C); pedal
compass (concave, radiating pedalboard) is 30 notes (C-F). Reinstallation in Chicago was completed in March of 1992.

A dedication recital by Donald Busarow was presented on May 15. Recently, the Pedal 8
pitch.

Present specification of 1906 Hinners Organ Company opus 682:



GREAT (Manual 1) Swell (continued)

8 Open Diapason (61 pipes) 8 Salicional (61 pipes)
8 Doppel Fléte (61 pipes) 4 Geigen (61 pipes)
8 Gamba (61pipes) 4 Flute Traverso (61 pipes)
4 Principal (61 pipes) 2 Principal (61 pipes)
4 Flute doAmour (61 pipes)8 Oboe (from tenor D#--46 pipes)
2-2/3  Twelfth (61 pipes) 8 Bassoon (15 bass pipes)
2 Fifteenth (61 pipes) Tremulant
" Mixture (183 pipes)
8 Trumpet (61 pipes) PEDAL
16 Sub Bass (30 pipes)
SweLL (Manual Il, Enclosed) 16 Lieblich (30 pipes)
16 Bourdon (61 pipes) 4 Choral Bass (30 pipes)
8 Violin Diapason (61 pipes) 16 Posaune (30 pipes)
8 Lieblich Gedackt (61 pipes)
CoupPLERS (above Manual Il)
Gr. to Ped. Coupler Sw. to Ped. Coupler Sw. to Gr. Coupler Sw. Oct. to Gr. Coupler
ACCESSORIES
Balanced Swell expression shoe Zimbelstern (by unlabelled toe stud)
Great Piano (draws 86 Doppel Fl°oteur retdoeesnoto 8Bf dopplkl | F
Great Forte (full Great except |11 Mi xture, 86 Gamba)
Swel | Piano (86 Lieblich Gedackt, 806 Salicional, 406 Flute

Swell Forte (full Swell)

Sources:.-mamuaalr eey Reut er f or TheRBapasddhDeaerabgral95t, frarty-Thind, Yéar, Number
1, Whole number 505, page 21; Organ Handbook 1999, The Organ Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia, 1999, page 90;
i Pi p e \ilrberAkneriéan Organist, October 1992, Volume 26, Number 10, page 53; congregational correspondence and
contract information, courtesy of Michael Knuth, and onsite visit.

Above: exterior and interior photographs of Concordia Lutheran Church, Chicago. Photographs by Stephen Schnurr.

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), North Seeley and West Byron Street, Chicago,
lllinois.



