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SAINT STANISLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
 

Rhonda Sider Edgington, formerly of Chicago and Oak Park, Illinois, will play the 1909 William Schulke/1933 Votteler-
Holtkamp-Sparling organ in recital on Wednesday, July 8, 2009, for the 2009 National Convention of the Organ Historical 

Society.  Photograph by Stephen Schnurr. 
 

The Stopt Diapason, a journal devoted to the history of the organ in Chicago and the Midwest, is published quarterly by 
the Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society, Inc., a not-for-profit, educational organization.  The 

Chicago-Midwest Chapter is a non-profit corporation incorporated in the State of Illinois. 
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From the President: 
 
Dear Chicago-Midwest OHS Members: 

 
If you all are anything like me, you have been 

completely inundated with winter, cold, Epiphany, Lent, 
Holy Week and Easter.  It seems as if Old Man Winter 
will finally disappear and spring might finally arrive after 
a few too many April showers. 

Our next chapter event and will be on Sunday, May 
3, 2009, at 4:00 p.m., at Greenstone United Methodist 
Church (11211 South Saint Lawrence Avenue) in 
Chicagoôs historic Pullman neighborhood.  We will be 
treated to a Memorial Recital in honor of longtime 
member Bill Lange performed by Chapter Board 
member James Russell Brown from the Music Institute 
of Chicago.  More details about this recital appear later 
in this issue of The Stopt Diapason. 

Our final event of the 2008-2009 year will be another 
Young Organists Recital on Sunday, May 31, 2009, at 
4:00 p.m., at Ebenezer Christian Reformed Church in 
Berwyn.  Like the first Young Organistsô Recital last year, 
we will feature four young organists in this recital.  We 
will conclude the dayôs festivities with our Annual 
Meeting at a local restaurant in nearby Oak Park.  More 
information for this event, and its performers, will be 
forthcoming.   

We hope to see all of you and your friends at these 
final events of the 2008-2009 year! 

 
Sincerely, 
Derek E. Nickels, President 
Chicago-Midwest Chapter OHS 

 
Editor, The Stopt Diapason 

Stephen J. Schnurr, Jr. 
c/o Saint Paul Catholic Church 
Post Office Box 1475 
Valparaiso, Indiana  46384-1475 
Office:  (219) 531-0922 
email:  stephen.schnurr.mus.95@aya.yale.edu 
 

CHICAGO-MIDWEST CHAPTER HONORARY MEMBERS  
 David McCain 
 Julie Stephens 

 

2008-2009 Board Members 
 

President: 
Derek E. Nickels 

 1224 Elmwood Avenue, #2-W 
 Evanston, Illinois  60202 
 Office:  (847) 251-6120, extension 17 
 Cell:  (224) 628-3145 

email:  drdden@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
 Joyce Robinson 
 8447 Clara Drive 
 Niles, Illinois  60714 
 Residence:  (847) 823-7478 

email:  jrobinson@sgcmail.com 
 
Treasurer: 
 Dennis E. Northway 
 Grace Episcopal Church 
 924 Lake Street 
 Oak Park, Illinois  60301 
 Office:  (708) 386-8036, extension 12 
 Fax:  (708) 386-8032 
 e-mail:  denden1958@runbox.com 
 

Members at large: 
  

William C. Aylesworth 
 19 Overlook Drive 
 Golf, Illinois  60029 
 Residence:  (847) 729-0518 
 Office:  (847) 251-1730 
 

Br. Benjamin Basile, C.PP.S. 
 Calumet College of Saint Joseph 

2400 New York Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana  46394-2195 
Residence:  (219) 977-1693 
Office:  (219) 473-4280 
Fax:  (219) 473-4259 
e-mail:  bensb2@aol.com 
 

James Russell Brown 
 Music Institute of Chicago 
 1490 Chicago Avenue 
 Evanston, Illinois  60201 
 Office:  (847) 905-1500, extension 545 

e-mail:  jbrown@musicinst.org 
 
(one vacancy) 
 

mailto:stephen.schnurr.mus.95@aya.yale.edu
mailto:denickels@holycomforter.org
mailto:denickels@holycomforter.org
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CALENDAR OF CHAPTER EVENTS FOR 2008-2009  

 
1) Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Annual Spring Organ Recital at Greenstone United Methodist Church, South 
Saint Lawrence Avenue and East 112

th
 Street, Chicago, Illinois.  Featured recitalist is James Russell Brown.  Further 

information to be found in this issue. 
2) Sunday, May 31, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Young Organists Recital at Ebenezer Christian Reformed Church, South 
Harvey Avenue and West Thirteenth Street, Berwyn, Illinois.  Further information to be found in the next issue of The 
Stopt Diapason. 

 

CALENDAR OF AREA EVENTS 
Please notify the Editor of events to be listed (contact information found above) 

 
1) Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00pm, Mary Gifford, organist, with Martin Pazdioch, tenor, and Michael Hining, 
violin/viola, on the historic 1902 Lyon & Healy organ of four-manuals, 57 ranks, Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows, 3121 
West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois.  Music of Frank Bridge, Evelyn Larder, Gerald Finzy, Louis Vierne, and 
others.  A free-will offering for the continuing maintenance and restoration of the organ will be received.  Free, safe, and 
ample off-street parking.  For more information, telephone (773) 638-0159. 
2) Sunday, May 10, 2009, 2:00 until 5:00 p.m., Mendelssohn-Bach Marathon, Downtown Evanston. 
3) Sunday, May 17, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Chicago Chapter of the American Guild of Organists Membersô and Friends 
Recital at Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago.  A varied program of music for organ and 
instruments. 
4) Sunday, June 21, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Summer Celebrity Organ Concert Series presents David Schrader of Chicago.  
Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago. 
4) Sunday, June 28, 2009, 2:00 p.m., Piper City, Illinois, First Presbyterian Church, Keith Williams plays a 
rededicatory recital for Estey opus 1233, a tubular-pneumatic action organ restored by Buzard Pipe Organ Builders.  For 
further information or directions, telephone (217) 390-4000. 
5) Sunday, July 19, 2009, 3:00 p.m.  Summer Celebrity Organ Concert Series presents Mary Preston of Dallas, 
Texas.  Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago. 
6) Sunday, August 16, 2009, 3:00 p.m.  Summer Celebrity Organ Concert Series presents Stephen Tharp of New 
York City, New York.  Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago. 
7) Sunday, September 20, 2009, 3:00 p.m.  Summer Celebrity Organ Concert Series presents John Walker of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Loyola University, Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago. 
8) Sunday, October 18, 2009, 3:00 p.m., Ignatian Heritage Concert with Brian DuSell of Chicago.  Loyola University, 
Madonna della Strada Chapel, Chicago. 
 

ORGAN NEWS 
COMPILED BY STEPHEN SCHNURR 

 
The Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, Ohio, announced in mid-March that some fifty-two churches will close 

between now and June 30, 2010.  Twenty-nine churches will close outright, while forty-one will merge to create eighteen 
new parishes.  As announced in the last issue of this journal, Saint Procop Catholic Church will close.  The date has been 
set for the end of August 2009. 

The following is a list of churches to be closed with some notations on instruments, though it is not known to the 
Organ Historical Society whether or not these organs are all extant in these buildings.  Most of this information has been 
gleaned from George Nelsonôs Pipe Organs of the United States and Canada Database. 
 City of Cleveland 

Ascension, 14040 Puritas (to merge with Annunciation and Saint Patrick)ð1917 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job 
number 1317. 

Blessed Sacrament, 3381 Fulton Roadð1953 Holtkamp job number 1668. 
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Sacred Heart of Jesus, 6916 Krakow Avenueð1951 Tellers opus 780, two manuals. 
Saint Adalbert, 2347 East 83

rd
 Streetð1915 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1269. 

Saint Casimir, 8223 Sowinski Avenueð1942 Hillgreen-Lane opus 1071, two manuals, 16 ranks. 
Saint Cecilia, East 152

nd
 Street and Kinsman Avenueð1942 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1615. 

Saint Colman, 2027 West 65
th
 Streetð1920 Schantz. 

Saint Emeric, 1890 West 22
nd

 Streetð1930 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1544. 
Saint Francis, 7206 Myron Avenueð1915 Schantz opus 71. 
Saint Hyacinth, 6114 Francis Avenueð1951 Tellers opus 802, two manuals, six ranks 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, 10205 Lorain Roadð1965 Schantz opus 606, three manuals, 31 ranks. 
Saint Lawrence, 3532 East 81

st
 Streetð1940 Wicks opus 2072, two manuals, 13 ranks; 1924 Votteler-Holtkamp-

Sparling job number 1436. 
Saint Patrick, 4427 Rocky River Drive, 1917 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1306. 
Saint Peter, 1533 East 17

th
 Streetðpipe organ of unknown manufacture. 

Saint Rose of Lima, 11401 Detroit Avenueðpipe organ of unknown manufacture. 
City of Akron 
Christ, the King (to merge with Saint Martha at Saint Martha campus)ð1959 Wicks opus 3924, two manuals, four 

ranks. 
Saint John the Baptist (to merge with Annunciation at Annunciation campus)ð1919 Schantz opus 9, two 

manuals, nine ranks. 
Saint Mary (to merge with Saint Bernard at Saint Bernard campus)ð1929 Austin Organ Company opus 1676, 

three manuals. 
City of Barberton 
Saints Cyril & Methodius, 183 - 15

th
 Street, NWð1933 Hillgreen-Lane opus 987, two manuals, 14 ranks. 

City of Bedford Heights 
Holy Trinity, 24821 Columbus Road (to merge with Saint Mary and Saint Pius X, Bedford, at Saint Pius 

campus)ðTim Hemry rebuild of 1940 Wicks opus 2022 from Saint John Catholic Cathedral, Cleveland. 
City of East Cleveland 
Christ, the King (to merge with Saint Ann and Saint Louis, Cleveland Heights, and Saint Philomena, East 

Cleveland, at Saint Annôs campus)ð1931 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1562. 
Saint Philomena, 13824 Euclid Avenue (to merge with Saint Ann and Saint Louis, Cleveland Heights, and Christ, 

the King, East Cleveland, at Saint Annôs campus)ð1936 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1599, three manuals 
(with early Holtkamp Rückpositiv, since altered). 

City of Elyria 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, 162 Irondale Street, 1930 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1543. 
City of Lakewood 
Saint Hedwig, 12905 Madison Avenueð1918 Vottler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1328, three manuals, 27 

ranks. 
Saint James, 17514 Detroit Avenueðformerly home to 1935 Wicks opus 1143, four-manuals, 26 ranks, twin 

consoles, designed and finished by Henry Vincent Willis, as reported in The Stopt Diapason, whole issue 98, Winter 2007-
2008, organ destroyed for an electronic substitute in 2007. 

City of Lorain 
Holy Trinity, 2428 Elyria Avenue (to merge with Saint Mary)ð1926 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1478. 
Saint Ladislaus, 1412 East 29

th
 Street, 1912 Votteler-Hettche job number 1208. 

Saint Mary, Eighth Street and Reid Avenue (to merge with Holy Trinity)ð1975 Wicks opus 5548, two manuals, 10 
ranks. 

Saint Stanislaus, Elyria Avenue and East 28
th
 Streetð1947 Hillgreen-Lane opus 1098, two manuals, 12 ranks. 

Saint Vitus, 1793 East 32
nd

 Street (to merge with Saint John the Baptist and Saints Cyril and Methodius at Saint 
John campus)ð1925 Austin Organ Company opus 667, two manuals, 15 ranks. 

Saints Cyril & Methodius, 1705 East 31
st
 Street (to merge with Saint John the Baptist and Saint Vitus at Saint 

John campus)ð1936 Wicks opus 1524, two manuals, four ranks. 
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Chicago-Midwest Chapter OHS Returns to the Historic Pullman Greenstone 

United Methodist Church of Chicago, Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the OHS will return to the Pullman Greenstone United Methodist Church, 11211 
South Saint Lawrence Avenue on Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00 p.m. for a special recital in memory of longtime Chicago-
Midwest OHS Chapter member and Pullman neighborhood resident, Bill Lang.  Chicago-Midwest OHS Chapter Board 
Member James Russell Brown has selected an interesting and diverse program that will honor Billôs devotion to the 
Steere & Turner organ Pullman Greenstone Church.  Many of you will fondly remember that Bill Lange was usually at the 
door to graciously greet us when we had visited the church many times before. 

The following is an excerpt from Bill Langeôs obituary: 
Bill Lange grew up in Roseland at 109

th
 and Eberhart and stayed in his family home after serving 

in the Army, taking care of his mother, until 1980 when he moved to the Pullman neighborhood.  Bill had 
been attending the Pullman Greenstone Church since the 1960ôs.  Bill was drawn to music during his 
childhood, where he excelled.  ñMusic was his life,ò his sister Evelyn said. ñHe would run to practice the 
piano, and I ran away from having to practice.ò  He later became a talented organist and pianist, and was 
a member of the Chicago-Midwest Chapter Organ Historical Society.  Bill was also a member of the 
Marshall Fieldôs Employee Chorus, which performed at Symphony Center.  Bill was known for helping 
people instead of himself.  When Bill could no longer keep his apartment, he sold his piano and donated 
the money to the Organ Historical Society.  Bill was buried near his sisterôs home in downstate Illinois in a 
private family service, and is survived by his sister, her family and many friends. 
We will follow our previous custom of collecting a free-will offering to donate to the church for their ongoing care 

and maintenance of this famous instrument that had been featured in the 1984 and 2002 National Conventions of the 
Organ Historical Society.  

James Russell Brown has selected the following program: 
Voluntary in G minor     Maurice Greene 

(1696-1755) 
 
Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 715      Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (ñAll glory be to God on highò) (1685-1750) 
Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, BWV 731 
 (ñBlessed Jesus, we are hereò) 
 
Allegretto, from Sonata IV (Op. 65)            Felix Mendelssohn 

(1809-1847) 
 

Hymn 189: ñFairest Lord Jesusò  United Methodist Hymnal 
 
Chorale Variations on ñSt. Elizabethò (2000)           Frank Ferko 
 Chorale  (b. 1950) 

Variation 1:  Lightly, with motion 
 Variation 2:  à la musette 
 Variation 3:  Chorale in baroque style 
 Variation 4 
 Variation 5:  Melody in Retrograde 
 Variation 6:  Finale:  à la Valse 
 
Andantino (1993)         Denis Bédard 

(b. 1950) 
 
Sonate II (1937)       Paul Hindemith 
 Lebhaft  (1895-1963) 
 Ruhig bewegt 
 Fuge (Mässig bewegt, heiter) 
 
Te Deum, Op. 59, No. 12 Max Reger 

(1873-1916) 
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James Russell Brown holds degrees from Oberlin (B.M.) and New England Conservatory (M.M.) in organ 

performance.  His principal teachers have included Yuko Hayashi, David Boe, and William Porter (organ), and Lisa Goode 
Crawford, William Porter, and Lenora McCroskey (harpsichord).  As a performer, he has been presented in recital at 
National Cathedral, Harvard University, University of Vermont, University of Connecticut, Stetson University, and Methuen 
Summer Organ Series, among others.  In the Chicago area, he has appeared with The City Musick, Chicago Baroque 
Ensemble, His Majestieôs Clerkes, and Bach Week in Evanston, and has performed solo recitals at Holy Name Cathedral, 
Saint James Cathedral, Fourth Presbyterian Church, Saint Chrysostom Church, Saint Luke Church (Evanston), and 
Presbyterian Homes (Evanston).   

Mr. Brown is Director of the Organ and Early Music Program at the Music Institute of Chicago where he also 
teaches organ and harpsichord.  Since 1985, he has served as Organist and Director of Music for Saint Giles Episcopal 
Church, Northbrook.  In 2008, he joined the faculty at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb where he teaches organ and 
harpsichord.   He is a member of the boards of the North Shore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and the 
Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Organ Historical Society.  Previously, he was on the board of the Chicago a cappella 
choir, His Majestieôs Clerkes, now known as Bella Voce. 

 

THE MIDWEST ORGAN IN HISTORY  
 

Stephen L. Pinel, Organ Historical Society Archivist, submitted the following article from the Fort Wayne News 
Sentinel, Fort Wayne, Indiana, September 2, 1922. 

 
ORGAN ARRIVES AT PALACE 

Is Largest Theater Organ in Indiana. 
 

The mammoth pipe organ contacted by the Palace theater to be installed this month arrived from 
the factory of the M. P. Moller Organ Company, Hagerstown, Md, yesterday and immediate steps will be 
taken for its erection which will take probably three or four weeks.  The organ is the biggest theater organ 
in the state and represents an outlay of $25,000.  There will be something like sixty stops, three manuals 
with a compass of 61 notes while the pedal organ will contain 32 notes.  The action will be electro-
pneumatic throughout with an eight-inch wind pipe [sic] with is much larger than the ordinary installation.  
The great organ will consist of a violin diapason, open diapason, twelfth, viol dôorchestra, Doppel Flute, 
octave, Jart [sic] flute, piccolo, mixture, French horn, octave horn, bass clarinet, cathedral chimes.  The 
orchestral organ will consist of violin diapason, horn diapason, quintadena, viol dôorchestra, viol celeste, 
flute harmonic, orchestral oboe, fagotto, clarinet, orchestral bells, concert harp, Glockenspiel, and 
tremulant.  The solo organ will have a Gross Flute, concert flute, violoncello, flute overt [sic], Gemshorn, 
four and eight foot tuba, bass tuba, vox humana, xylophone, and tremulant.  The pedal organ consists of 
trombone, open diapason, sub bass, Gemshorn, Lieblich Gedeckt, violincello, flute, thunder effect, bass 
drum, and cymbal.  There will also be a snare drum, tom tom, timpani, triangle, bird whistle, train wistle 
[sic], and effects tambourine, Chinese block, surf crash, siren, and castenets [sic].  There will be thirty 
adjustable combinations affecting the different manuals. 

 
The Palace was located at 126 East Washington Street.  Opus 3389 had a contract price of $10,000.  The organ 

consisted of 18 ranks, 45 stops.  The correspondence file on the organ at the American Organ Archives reveals that 
Gottfried built the French Horn, Orchestral Oboe, Clarinet, and Vox Humana on 8ò wind pressure, and a 16ô Tuba unit on 
8ò wind with the bottom octave on 12ò wind.  The instructions to Gottfried were that these ranks were to have the ñsame 
tonal characteristics as Vincennes, Indiana, which was very good.ò  (This was Möller opus 2853 for the First Presbyterian 
Church.)  The theater owner complained shortly after the installation that the organ had ñno tone,ò and as a result, the 8ô 
Viol dôOrchestre and Viol Celeste were promptly replaced with pipes that were to be considerably louder.  (Low C was 
originally of 1-3/8ò scale.)  The console shell was of cherry.  The ñSpecialò III Mixture was drawn from the Quintadena, Viol 
Celeste, and Harmonic Flute.  The 8ô Open Diapason was scale 39.  Louis La Haise received a commission from this sale 
and was responsible for very-detailed specifications in the contract, directing that manual keys would have 5 oz. 
resistance, that the organ needed high pressure and large scales to fill the 2,000-seat theater, that the specification 
required flute mutations, and that the organ had to have action as fast as a Wurlitzer.  The Palace was renamed the Civic 
Theatre in 1965.  It has since been demolished. 
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2009  OHS CLEVELAND CONVENTION PREVIEW 

COMPILED BY STEPHEN SCHNURR 
 

The Chicago-Midwest Chapter is pleased to sponsor David Schrader of Chicago, Illinois, in recital at Saint Paul 
Episcopal Church, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, on Friday, July 10, 2009.  Chicagoans are very familiar with the great artistry 
of Schrader, and Chapter members will remember his recital in honor of the Chapterôs twenty-fifth anniversary celebration 
at the First Congregational Church of Evanston, Illinois.  For further information on the Cleveland Convention, July 5-10, 
see: http://www.organsociety.org/2009/. 

Saint Paul Episcopal Church, Cleveland, the third Episcopal parish established in this city (after Trinity and 
Grace), was established on October 26, 1846.  The parishioners had withdrawn from the other two parishes, looking to 
form a new congregation with ñless ceremony and a service more in harmony with the beliefs of the congregation.ò 

The congregation first met in a third-floor room on Superior Avenue and West Third Street.  A melodeon was in 
use here, with the junior wardenôs daughter as organist.  Soon, a frame ñcarpenterôs Gothicò building was erected at Euclid 
Avenue and East Fourth Street.  The property, 80 feet by 120 feet, was purchased for $2,800.  A member of the parish, 
Charles W. Heard, was chosen to design the building measuring 52 feet by 85 feet, a structure not to exceed $5,000 in 
cost.  The building burned to the ground on August 3, 1849, ten days before scheduled completion.  The church had no 
insurance and had incurred debt in the process. 

A brick Gothic church, 55 feet by 120 feet, was thence erected.  The exterior was stuccoed, though this was soon 
removed.  The interior, seating six hundred, was painted to resemble stone.  The ñpulpit and deskò were placed in the 
center of the chancel, raised two feet from the floor of the nave.  The church, without its steeple, was opened for use in 
January of 1851.  By June of that year, the parish gathered $800 to purchase an organ from the Second Presbyterian 
Church.  Second Church was then completing a new house of worship on Superior Street to replace an earlier church 
purchased from the First Congregational Church.  Second Church commissioned a John Baker organ for the new 
building.  The organ of the older building may have been originally built or moved to Saint Paul by Garret House of 
Buffalo.   

The Reverend R. Bethel Claxton was called as rector in 1853, and he set about to complete the church building.  
While the Reverend disbanded the choir quartet at a savings of $600 per year, further fundraising efforts allowed him to 
complete the tallest tower in Cleveland at 161 feet, containing at 2,500-pound bell in 1858.  The debt on the building had 
been paid, and it was consecrated on April 15, 1858.  Total building cost was $21,000. 

The Reverend Wilbur F. Paddock became rector in 1860.  Under his leadership a chapel and rectorôs study was 
added the following year.  Paddock also restored the music program before his departure in 1863. 

By November 1868, it had become apparent that Clevelandôs blossoming population was moving away from Saint 
Paul.  An initial move to purchase property at East Twenty-Second and Prospect Streets for a new church was vetoed by 
the congregation.  In 1870, Saint Paul purchased E. & G. G. Hook opus 570, a two-manual organ; in 1873, the parish 
purchased Hook & Hastings opus 732, a one-manual organ.  These were curious purchases for a congregation pondering 
leaving their home for a new location.  By 1872, most parishioners of Saint Paul thought it was wise to move eastward.  
Several parishioners purchased property at Euclid Avenue and East Fortieth Street, offering it to the parish, a move 
accepted by the vestry.  The downtown property was sold for $115,000, with the parish retaining the organ, bell, and 
interior furnishings.  The final service in the downtown church was held on April 19, 1874. 

The cornerstone of the new church was laid in July 1875.  The nave seating 1,000 was used for the first time on 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24.  The Victorian Gothic building of Berea sandstone, designed by Detroit 
architect Gordon W. Lloyd, was crowned with a 120-foot tower.  A chapel seating 400 was built immediately adjacent to 
the church.  The facility was the ñlargest and most imposingò of its use in the city.  A set of bells were provided for the 
tower by Jeptha Wade, a Cleveland telephone magnate who lived diagonally from the church.  The vestry, eager to 
accept Wadeôs gift, signed paperwork acknowledging the act.  Upon the bellsô first peal, Wade wrote the senior warden of 
the church with a copy of the agreement, demonstrating that said agreement included verbiage that the bells would never 
be rung during Wadeôs lifetime.  Reportedly, the only other exception to this rule occurred when church bells across the 
city tolled throughout the night after President Garfieldôs assassination in 1881.  The largest church in the diocese, now 
located on Clevelandôs Millionaireôs Row, was consecrated in February 1877. 

For the new church, an organ was purchased from Johnson & Son of Westfield, Massachusetts at a cost of 
$6,500.  Opus 486, a three-manual organ, was contracted for in 1876.  While the specification of the organ has yet to be 
found, Michael Friesen located the following in Cleveland Ledger for December 8:  ñThe organ now being placed in St. 
Paulôs Church by the Messrs. Johnson, of Westfield, Mass., gives promise of great excellence and power.  In many 
respects it is unrivalled by any other in the city, having all the modern appointments and adjuncts to secure the most 
perfect effect, and it will undoubtedly take high rank among the magnificent instruments of its kind in the country.  The 
public will shortly have an opportunity of listening to its majestic notes as it is proposed to open the church on the evening 
of December 20, with a grand organ recital, at which time distinguished musical talent will illustrate the capacity of the 
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organ.ò  Further notes were given on December 19:  ñIt stands 15 feet by 16 on the floor, and 26 feet in height.  The 
woodwork is of butternut, finished in oil.  The pipes are of zinc, the front ones being an imitation of white metal, with 
appropriate designs in colors.  It has three manuals, or keyboards, with 58 keys, running from c.c. to A3, also a pedale 
[sic] with 27 keys running from C.C.C. to DO.  These have connections with 2,108 pipes.  The great manual has 754 
pipes, the solo manual 348, the swell manual 858, the pedale 108.  Accessory to these are the necessary stops, 
combination pedale, balance swell pedale, wind indicator, etc.  There are forty-two stopsðthirty-four speaking or 
sounding, and eight mechanical.  These are arranged in terraces, are bushed and operated with a patent oblique knob.  
The couplers are placed directly in the center and over the upper key board, so as to be more easily reached.  The great 
manual and all its couplers is controlled by pneumatic action.  There are two pairs of bellows, each eleven feet in length 
by five feet in width, with a rise of about eighteen inches.  These will be operated by a Backus motor, in other words by 
hydraulic action, controlled by turning a rod at the right of the person who plays the organ.  Should this power give out, the 
bellows are so arranged that óman powerô can be used to blow them.  Last evening the organ was subjected to a test of its 
merits before a large number of prominent musicians, among whom were Professor Underner, the organist of the church 
since 1867, and Professor Spengler, organist of the Second Baptist church.  The instrument cost not far from $8,000.  
Tomorrow evening the organ will receive a more thorough test when Prof. H. C. Eddy of Chicago will perform on it.ò  Of 
this program, the Cleveland Leader included the following on December 21:  ñThe most beautiful of Clevelandôs spacious 
and handsome churches was informally opened to the public last night, the attraction being a series of recitals upon the 
superb new organ of St. Paulôs by H. C. Eddy, a leading organist of Chicago, assisted by a quartette of the ablest choir 
singers of this city.  The church was completely filled by an audience which embraced much of the musical culture of the 
city, and the concert was one of the best of the kind that it has ever been our privilege to hear.ò 

 

  
 

Above:  the 1875 church and its cornerstone.  Photographs by Stephen Schnurr. 
 

The program: 
Sonata No. 1 Guilmant 
 (Introduction, Allegro Pastorale, Finale) 
 Mr. H. C. Eddy 
Chorus:  ñThe Lord is King,ò Dudley Buck 
 Double Quartette 
ConcertðñAdagio,ò op. 85 Merkel 
 H. C. Eddy. 
SoloðñHear O Israel,ò (Elijah.) Mendelssohn 
 Miss M. Estelle Barney. 
ñFantasie De Concert,ò op. 29 Lux 
 H. C. Eddy 
ñSt. Anneò Fugue Bach 
 H. C. Eddy 
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SoloðñIn Native Worthò (Creation.) Haydn 
 Mr. Jno Spindler 
ñSchiller Marchò Meyerbeer 
 (Transcribed by Best.) 
 H. C. Eddy 
Theme and Variations in A flat Thiele 
 H. C. Eddy 

 
The parish history notes that the church organ had ñconstant trouble. . . from July 1901 to November 1903, 

[disturbing] the dignity of the service and [causing] considerable annoyance to the congregation.ò  The history does not 
note what action was taken regarding the organôs problems.    Emmons Howard is known to have rebuilt and enlarged the 
Johnson organ, though the date and specifications have not come to light.  Dr. Charles E. Clemens was then organist of 
Saint Paul, serving from 1896 through 1909.  Carleton H. Bullis, organist of Temple Tifereth Israel, visited on this 
convention, presented the following reminiscence in The Diapason, recalling that all-too-often problem when the parish 
organist wants to play the biggest instrument in town, no matter what means he has to resort to in accomplishing this: 

It was this [Johnson organ] that Dr. Clemens played . . . when he became organist there.  His 
eagerness for four manuals finally led to a plan to put additions in a chamber on the opposite side of the 
chancel.  As the Johnson instrument was a gift, the vestry decided against reconstruction.  Any changes 
had to be mere additions.  A number of prominent builders refused to hitch up the old relic to any new 
equipment.  Emmons Howard agreed to the plan, and was given the contract.  The result was a new solo 
organ, pedal additions and a new console with tubular-pneumatic action.  The outcome involved 
ñmemories that must be forgotten,ò for the action was sluggish.  Renewed agitation soon caused Howard 
to take out the tubular action and to try electricity.  This was successful, and so the mongrel Johnson-
Howard served St. Paulôs for many years thereafter, being perhaps the initial four-manual organ in 
Cleveland.  Ernest M. Skinner, during the early days of his own company, made an addition of a one-
manual movable affair with extended cable, enabling Dr. Clemens at rehearsals to play the swell division 
from a point of vantage in the chancel side.ò 
In late 1911, Richard Keys Biggs (1886-1962), known best for his work at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, 

Hollywood, California, spent a brief tenure as organist/choirmaster for Saint Paul Church, coming from Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Detroit, Michigan.  He left for Saint Ann Episcopal Church, Brooklyn, New York, in the summer of 
1913 and was replaced at Saint Paul by George Gale Emerson. 

In 1912, discussions began regarding relocating the church.  Soon thereafter, the neighborhood experienced a 
mass exodus of church members.  The Reverend Walter Russell Reed, rector, looked to the Cleveland Heights area, and, 
in particular, to Saint Albanôs-in-the-Heights, a mission of Emmanuel Church that had been reorganized in 1901.  By 1912, 
Saint Albanôs was again facing mounting financial troubles, and Reed arranged to become rector of this church as well.  
An attempt to merge Saint Paul with Saint Alban in 1921 was rejected by the vestry of Saint Paul.  In 1923, Saint Paul 
took an option for the present property at a cost of $125,000.  The following year, the vestries of Saint Paul and nearby 
Saint Martin Church, Fairmount Boulevard and Lee, agreed to merge.  In July 1924, Reed became rector of Saint Martin.  
(He apparently was no longer rector at Saint Alban.)  Saint Alban keenly protested these moves.  Saint Alban rejected the 
merged Saint Paul-Saint Martin locating at Fairmount and Coventry, stating that the merged parish should remain at the 
Saint Martin property.  Saint Paul rejected that idea as the property was not large enough to suit their purposes.  In the 
summer of 1926, the diocesan authorities finally gave permission for Saint Paul to relocate to Fairmount and Coventry. 

Construction of the first portion of the present building commenced in early 1927.  A complete campus of Gothic 
architecture was to be built in Indiana limestone.  The plans were drawn by J. Byers Hays of Walker & Weeks, Cleveland.  
(This firm also designed the Public Auditorium in 1922 and Severance Hall in 1930, both visited on this convention.)  The 
parish history relates that Father Reed ñworked out the precise arrangements of the new buildings in the given land area, 
drawing on his vast knowledge of English ecclesiastical architecture.  His original vision was of a monumental structure 
over twice the size of our present church.ò  The Great Depression and the Second World War would not permit the parish 
to build the complete plant according to the original drawings. 

On Saint Paulôs Day, January 25, 1928, the merger of Saint Paul and Saint Martin parishes under the name Saint 
Paul was completed.  The Saint Martin property at Fairmount and Lee was sold to First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Cleveland Heights, for $50,000. 

Meanwhile, at Saint Paul, the present parish hall was the first section to be constructed and was in use on Palm 
Sunday, April 8, 1928.  Blessing of the temporary church occurred on Saint Markôs Day, April 25.  Pews were brought 
from the old church.  At that point, work on the 150 foot bell tower had begun, a work costing $79,000, and paid for by 
Laura Price Biggs in memory of her brother, William Albert Price.  It was completed and blessed on December 2.  In May 
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1929, Gillett & Johnston of Croydon, England, installed a chime of eight bells weighing 8,000 pounds.  The van Bergen 
Foundry of Holland installed fifteen additional bells in 1953. 

Mrs. George Gordon paid for a new organ built by the Skinner Organ Company, opus 684, a two-manual, seven-
rank organ.  Contracted for in December of 1927, the organ was to be completed on April 2, 1928, just in time for the 
hallôs use for worship and dedication later that month.  The cost was $6,000.00.  Wm. E. Zeuch, vice-president, signed for 
the builder, Charles C. Wright, chair of the building committee, signed for the church.  Edwin Arthur Kraft of Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral was paid a commission of $300.00. 
 

Original specification of 1928 Skinner Organ Company opus 684: 
 
GREAT ORGAN (Manual I) Swell (continued) 
8 Diapason (61 pipes) 8 Unda Maris (from tenor C, 61 pipes) 
8 Rohrflºte (from Swell, 8ô Rohrflºte) 4 Flute (73 pipes) 
8 Dulciana (from Swell, 8ô Dulciana) 8 Trumpet (73 pipes) 
4 Flute (from Swell, 4ô Flute)  Tremolo 
 
SWELL ORGAN (Manual II, enclosed) PEDAL ORGAN 
8 Rohrflöte (73 pipes) 16 Bourdon (ñlarge,ò 44 pipes)  
8 Dulciana (73 pipes) 8 Gedeckt (extension, 16ô Bourdon) 
 
COUPLERS  
Great to Pedal Swell to Pedal 4 Swell to Swell 4 Swell to Great 4 
Swell to Pedal Swell to Great Swell to Swell 16 Swell to Great 16 
 
COMBINATIONS (fixed) 
4 Great pistons and cancel 4 Swell pistons and cancel 
General Cancel 
 
MECHANICALS 
Great to Pedal reversible Swell Expression Pedal 
Great Expression Pedal (ñcrossed out by A. P. M. by advice of W. E. Z. 1/31/28ò) 
Crescendo Pedal Sforzando Pedal 
 

In 1942, Ernest Skinner & Son rebuilt the organ with some additions. 
 

Specification of 1942 rebuild of 1928 Skinner opus 648: 
 
GREAT (Manual I) Swell (continued) 
8 Diapason 8 Voix Celeste 
8 Principal Flute 4 Flute 
8 Gedeckt (from Swell, 8ô Gedeckt) III Mixture 
8 Flauto Dolce (from Swell, 8ô Flauto Dolce) 8 Flügel Horn 
8 Flute Celeste (from Swell, 8ô Flute Celeste)  Tremulant 
4 Octave  
  PEDAL 
SWELL (Manual II, enclosed) 16 Bourdon 
8 Geigen 16 Gemshorn 
8 Gedeckt 8 Gedeckt 
8 Flauto Dolce 8 Gemshorn 
8 Flute Celeste 5-1/3 Gemshorn 
8 Salicional 
 
COUPLERS 
Great to Pedal Swell to Pedal 4 Swell to Swell 4 Swell to Great 
Swell to Pedal Swell to Swell 16 Swell to Great 16 Swell to Great 4 
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ACCESSORIES 
4 Great pistons and cancel 4 Swell pistons and cancel 
Balanced Swell expression shoe Balanced Crescendo shoe 
Sforzando reversible 

 
Lee H. Richardson served as organist of Saint Paul from 1937 until 1949, playing this organ weekly.  An Oberlin 

graduate, Richardson later served Saint John Evangelical and Reformed Church, Cleveland, and Saint Peter Episcopal, 
Ashtabula.  He passed away in 1965 at the age of 69. 

In September 1969, the Skinner organ was offered for sale in The Diapason with an asking price of $2,500.  It 
was removed and sold to Mount Vernon Baptist Church of Stockbridge, Georgia.  At that time, some additions were made 
by the Reuter Organ Company, whose representative installed the organ with a new Reisner console in its new home.  In 
2007, the organ was offered for sale through the Organ Clearing House and Robert I. Coulter, organbuilder of Atlanta.  It 
now consists of twenty-one ranks. 

The downtown property was sold in June 1930 for $257,000 to the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland.  The Sisters of 
the Franciscan Community of Perpetual Adoration of Vienna, Austria, were invited to establish the first shrine of perpetual 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in Cleveland in 1921.  Old Saint Paul Church became the new home of this mission, 
previously located at 1453 East Boulevard.  Some additional land around the church was purchased, the rectory 
remodeled, and a convent built in the style of the church.  The church was refurnished and redecorated.  In 1930, the 
Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparing firm rebuilt the organ in the ñShrineò church, job number 1564.  Carleton Bullis, in the article 
mentioned above, noted about the project:  ñ. . . about half of the fifty old sets of pipes [will be] retained and fifteen new 
ones added, with completely new mechanism and a three-manual layout.ò  The fa­ade of the old organ was reused.  The 
building was re-consecrated under the name Conversion of Saint Paul on October 2, 1931.  The Shrine of Saint Paul is 
still at this location, though the parish is scheduled to close before June 30, 2010. 
 

Specification of 1930 Votteler-Holtkamp-Sparling job number 1564: 
 
GREAT (Manual II) Swell (continued) 
16 Diapason (61 pipes) Swell to Swell 16 
8 Major Diapason (61 pipes) Swell to Swell 8 
8 Minor Diapason (61 pipes) Swell to Swell 4 
8 Flauto (61 pipes) 
8 Gemshorn (61 pipes) CHOIR (Manual I, enclosed) 
4 Octave (61 pipes) 16 Contra Dulciana (73 pipes) 
4 Harmonic Flute (61 pipes) 8 Violin Diapason (73 pipes) 
2-2/3 Twelfth (61 pipes) 8 Melodia (73 pipes) 
2 Fifteenth (61 pipes) 8 Dulciana (73 pipes) 
Great to Great 4 8 Ludwigtone (122 pipes) [sic] 
Swell to Great 16 4 Flute dôAmour (61 pipes) 
Swell to Great 8 2-2/3 Nazard (61 pipes) 
Swell to Great 4 2 Piccolo (61 pipes) 
Choir to Great 16 1-3/5 Tierce (61 pipes) 
Choir to Great 8  Tremolo 
Choir to Great 4 Choir to Choir 16 
  Choir to Choir 8 
SWELL (Manual III, enclosed) Choir to Choir 4 
16 Lieblich Gedeckt (73 pipes) Swell to Choir 16 
8 Diapason (73 pipes) Swell to Choir 8 
8 Rohr Flute (73 pipes) Swell to Choir 4 
8 Salicional (73 pipes) 
8 Voix Celeste (61 pipes) PEDAL 
4 Geigen Principal (61 pipes) 16 Diapason (56 pipes?) 
4 Flute Traverso (61 pipes) 16 Bourdon (44 pipes) 
2 Flautino (61 pipes) 16 Viol (44 pipes) 
III Cornet (183 pipes) 16 Lieblich Gedeckt (from Swell, 16ô Lieblich Gedeckt) 
16 Wald Horn (73 pipes) 16 Contra Dulciana (from Choir, 16ô Contra Dulciana) 
8 Cornopean (73 pipes) 8 Octave (extension, 16ô Diapason) 
 Tremolo 8 Cello (extension, 16ô Viol) 
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Pedal (continued) Pedal (continued) 
8 Flute (extension, 16ô Bourdon) Swell to Pedal 8 
5-1/3 Quinte (32 pipes) Swell to Pedal 4 
4 Super Octave (extension, 16ô Diapason?) Choir to Pedal 8 
16 Wald Horn (from Swell, 16ô Wald Horn) Choir to Pedal 4 
Great to Pedal 8 
 
ACCESSORIES 
5 General pistons 5 Great pistons 
5 Swell pistons 5 Choir pistons 
5 Pedal pistons General Cancel 
Great to Pedal reversible (thumb and toe) Balanced Swell expression shoe 
Balanced Choir expression shoe Balanced Crescendo shoe 
Sforzando reversible (toe) 
 

 
 

Above:  the exterior of the present church.  Photograph by Stephen Schnurr. 
 

In 1941, the church began partial construction of the present church, laying the foundations and building the walls 
to a height of twenty feet with a flat roof.  At the parish centennial in 1946, fundraising activities began for finishing the 
church.  However, with spiraling costs of construction and shortfalls in pledges, construction had to be postponed. 

In 1949, a revised plan for the church was drawn by Hays, smaller and with a flat roof, at a projected cost of 
$400,000, less than the more than $500,000 it would have taken to build what had originally been planned.  By July, 
construction started.  Mr. & Mrs. John H. Hord provided a gift of $125,000, which allowed for the church to be consecrated 
debt-free on Saturday, March 10, 1951.  (Saint Martin parish is memorialized in the Chapel of Saint Martin which adjoins 
the church.) 

Walter Blodgett, of Saint James Episcopal (now Anglican) Church, Cleveland, was appointed organist/choirmaster 
in 1950.  He and Walter Holtkamp of the Holtkamp Organ Company drew the specifications for the present organ, job 
number 1657.  Discussions between the church and builder began in 1949.  In a letter from Holtkamp to John J. Carr, 
chair of the building committee, August 17, 1949, Holtkamp implores that the location of the organ be changed from that 
of chambers at the sides of the chancel to that in the center, speaking directly into the nave.  Blodgett necessarily played 
an electronic substitute until installation of the Holtkamp.  A model of the chancel and organ appeared in a half-page 
advertisement in The Diapason in May of 1952.  A half-page advertisement with photograph of the completed organ 
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appeared in April 1953, followed by a full-page advertisement with photograph of the organ, choir, and orchestra in June 
of that same year. 

 

  
 

Above:  left, the chancel and its Holtkamp organ; right, the Holtkamp console.  Photographs by Stephen Schnurr. 
 
A contract was signed on June 5, 1950, in the amount of $39,000.00, for an organ specification dated May 29, to 

be delivered by Easter of 1952.  This specification closely resembled that of the organ built, with the following exceptions:  
the Great lacked the III Scharf and included an 8ô Quintaton instead of the 8ô Gedeckt; the Swell lacked the 8ô Lieblich 
Gedackt, had an 8ô Trumpet rather than the 8ô Fagott, and included a five-rank Mixture rather than four; the Positiv lacked 
the 4ô Praestant; the Pedal left the 32ô prepared, lacked the 32ô and 16ô Cornetôs and the 4ô Schalmey, and included a 16ô 
reed borrow from the Swell.  Soon thereafter, Holtkamp and Blodgett began discussion of revisions for a larger organ to 
cost $45,000.  A new contract for this specification dated November 2, 1951, was signed, superseding the earlier contract.  
This new specification left the Great III Scharf with preparation at the console and chest.  This would be added before 
organ installation at a cost of $1,000.00, paid for by Blodgett. 

The three-manual instrument with moveable console was dedicated in recital by Blodgett, assisted by the parish 
choir and soloists, on Sunday evening, December 14.  The program was as follows: 

Largo Georg Frederick Händel 
Concerto No. 2 in B flat, Opus 4 Händel 
 A tempo ordinario e staccato 
 Allegro 
 Adagio 
 Allegro, ma non presto 
Thy word is a lantern Henry Purcell 
Chorale Preludes Johann Sebastian Bach 


